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City of Eugene

Human Rights Commission
Human Rights Commission Agenda for
Tuesday, April 19, 2022, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Join online:
https://eugene-or-gov.zoom.us/j/94797676360
Passcode: HRC-2022
Human Rights Commissioners: Ibrahim Coulibaly (Chair), Daniel Borson (vice chair), Amanda McCluskey,
Heather Sielicki, Ibrahim Hamide, Briselda Molina, Kirstin London, Kris Galago, Scott Lemons, Heather Marek,
Councilor Matt Keating.
Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Staff: Fabio Andrade
The mission of the Human Rights Commission is to promote implementation of universal human rights values and principles
in all City of Eugene programs and throughout the wider community. To carry out this mission the commission shall affirm,
encourage and initiate programs and services within the City of Eugene and in the wider community designed to place
priority upon protecting, respecting, and fulfilling the full range of universal human rights as enumerated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Item

HRC Regular Meeting

Action

Time

Duration

Discuss/Vote

5:30 ‐ 5:35
5:35 ‐ 5:55
5:55 – 6:05
6:05 ‐ 6:15
6:15 ‐ 6:30

5 min
20 min
10 min
10 min
15 min

1
2
3
4
5

Agenda/Minutes Review (Chair)
Public Comment (Chair)
Eugene Police Liaison
Support Request – Lane East Asian network
HRC Statement on proposed Amendments to EC 4.830

1
2
3
4
5

Opening statement – HRC Chair
Eyewitness testimony: Randy Blazak – UO, CAHC
Supporting War Refugees: Christine Zeller‐Powell ‐ CCS
Addressing Human Rights Issues in the Framework of the Sister‐Cities program
Comments and questions from attendees

Updates
Discuss/Vote
Discuss/Vote

HRC Listening Session: Impacts of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine at the Local Level
6:30 – 6:35
6:35 – 6:45
6:45 – 6:55
6:55 – 7:05
7:05 – 7:30

5 min
10 min
10 min
10 min
25 min

The next scheduled meeting of the Human Rights Commission is on May 17, 2022

Upcoming holidays and celebrations:
Ramadan ‐ April 2‐May 1
Passover – April 15‐23
Easter – April 17
Earth Day – April 22

Holocaust Remembrance Day ‐ April 27
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month ‐
May
Eid al‐Fitr (Ramadan ends) – May 2‐3

The Eugene Human Rights Commission welcomes your interest in these agenda items. For the hearing impaired, FM‐
assistive listening devices are available or an interpreter can be provided with 48 hours’ notice prior to the meeting.
Spanish‐language interpretation will also be provided with 48 hours’ notice. To arrange for these services, contact staff at
(541) 682‐5177.

The Human Rights Commission meets monthly on the third Tuesday
Contact: Fabio Andrade, 541‐682‐5177 fandrade@eugene‐or.gov
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MINUTES
Eugene Human Rights Commission - HRC
Online meeting
Eugene, Oregon
March 15, 2022 - 5:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Daniel Borson, Heather Sielicki, Scott Lemons, Ibrahim Coulibaly, Kris Galago,
Briselda Molina, Heather Marek, Ib Hamide, Amanda McCluskey, Councilor Matt Keating,
Fabio Andrade (staff)
ABSENT: Kirstin London

Opening
Chair Coulibaly called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Agenda Review: March 15, 2022 agenda approved without corrections.
Minutes Review: February 18, minutes approved without changes.

Public Comments
Ela Kubok spoke on behalf of the need for the HRC to discuss a response to the Russian invasion
in Ukraine. The HRC referred the topic to the Advocacy work Group.

Eugene Police Liaison Updates
Lieutenant Jessica Dalton reported on the only bias crimes reported last month, which was a
theft of property. Lt. Dalton also reported on some cases that were reported to EPD but did not
classify as criminal activity. Those were mostly cases of graffiti.

Request for Support – Hybrid Gallery
The HRC approved $100 in co-sponsorship to the TAC Film Festival. Details of this request were
included in the March meeting packet.

Presentation: Street bonds
Rob Inerfeld and Katie Marwitz presented on a City of Eugene proposal for a 2022 Street bond
for fall 2022. They presented on the history of street bonds, current draft proposal, and
answered questions from commissioners.

Quarterly meeting with City Leadership
Commissioners discussed topics for the upcoming meeting with the Mayor and City Manager. The
following topics were selected for the agenda:
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A. Adding housing status to the Human Rights Code – The HRC would like to have this topic back in
the Council agenda. Changes were made to the Bias Code and are pending in the Human Rights
Code. The HRC has submitted answers to City Council questions regarding unintended
consequences of making the recommended changes to the Human Rights Code.
B. Multicultural Center Project - The HRC would like to see a restart of the needs assessment
process, which has been on pause since early 2020.
C. Parks in honor of BIPOC community members. The HRC would like to see more engagement of
BIPOC people in decision making for this project.

WECU Work Group updates
Work group chair, Daniel Borson, had no additions to report presented in February. Ibrahim Coulibaly
(NAACP representative) presented updates on the site visit to the location of the Riverfront
Multicultural festival for the Oregon22 Championship. WECU members in the equity panel for the
festival could not attend the site visit.

Economic Opportunities Work Group
Commissioner Briselda Molina reported on responses provided by City staff to questions raised by the
work group. Staff will be back in April for another round of questions and answers. The group is also
having conversation on how city parks can be used to create economic opportunities.

Homelessness and Poverty Work Group
Commissioner Heather Sielicki invited the HRC for an upcoming meeting of the Business Leaders
workforce (on homelessness) hosted by the Chamber of Commerce. she offered to share details of the
meeting via email. The workgroup is working on a survey of people who have been sheltering in place at
temporary sanctioned camps.

City Council updates
Councilor Keating congratulated NAACP for their freedom Fund Dinner. Councilor Keating mentioned
the Mayor’s declaration on transgender Day of Remembrance and on recent meetings he attended in
Washington DC.
Note: Tentative City Council agenda is available at:
https://www.eugene-or.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5448

Advocacy Work Group
Commissioner Sielicki reported on community interest for a conversation regarding the war in Ukraine.
Councilor Keating mentioned the City’s donation of $10,000 to Direct Relief for supporting Ukrainians
directly impacted by the war. The donation amount was approved by City Council. Commissioner Molina
spoke to the need of a show of empathy from the HRC regarding the war. Commissioner Lemons
suggested partnering with a nonprofit to raise donations for war victims. Commissioner McCluskey
reported on previous positive experience working with Direct Relief. Commissioner Marek expanded on
her comments on the need to recognize and support victims of other crisis, including the people facing
famine in Yemen.
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HRNI updates
Fabio Andrade provided updates on the hiring process of the multicultural Liaison position, including a
use of a more inclusive job posting template. Lorna Flormoe will support the Economic Opportunities
work group and Jarret Anderson will support the Homelessness & Poverty work group until a new
Human Rights and Equity Analyst is hired. Work on the sites of memory recommendation will resume
when staff capacity allows for it. The HRC should expect more updates on reparations work once the
topic is back to the City Council agenda. Number of reports of discrimination and bias crimes remains
unusually low. HRNI is now open for walk-ins.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm
Recorded by Fabio Andrade
A video recording of this meeting is kept by the Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Office
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ANDRADE Fabio
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement
Friday, March 25, 2022 4:15 PM
ANDRADE Fabio
FW: Online Form Submittal: Human Rights Commission Request for Support

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2022 4:09 PM
To: Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement <hrni@ci.eugene.or.us>; ANDRADE Fabio <FAndrade@eugene‐
or.gov>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Human Rights Commission Request for Support

[EXTERNAL

]

Human Rights Commission Request for Support
Human Rights Commission Request for Funding
The City of Eugene allocates funds each fiscal year to the Human Rights
Commission (HRC) to use to support community events. Applications must be
submitted complete with a full explanation of the funding request. All requests must
be submitted 10 days prior to the HRC meeting (3rd Tuesdays) in advance of the
event or project start date. Timely submission assures that requests are discussed
and approved for funding. Having a representative at the HRC meeting to answer
questions about the request is strongly encouraged. Please note that if funding is
approved, the commission requires a follow-up report within 30 days of the event.
Recipients may submit a written report or may attend the next commission meeting
to present a brief verbal report. Photos are encouraged but not required. Failing to
provide a report may result in denial for future funding.
Date of Event

5/26/2022

Date Funding Required

5/18/2022

Please describe the
event/activity for which you
are requesting support
and/or funding

Support group facilitated by a trained and licensed East Asian
woman therapist to provide support and guidance to East Asian
women, femmes, and nonbinary people in Lane County due to
the increase in trauma and targeting from anti-Asian sentiment
related to the covid pandemic and the Atlanta massage parlor
shootings that killed six East Asian women. Event will be kept
accessible to individuals with transportation,
immunocompromization, and/or disability needs by hosting this
event online. Event may be followed by a BIPOC musician
performance.
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Level of Support Requested

Co-sponsorship: up to $200 for event with HRC involvement

How much is the request
for?

200

Name of Support and/or Funding Recipient
Organization (if applicable)

Lane East Asian Network

Applicant's First Name

Nikolaj

Applicant's Last Name

Byrdman

Address (for mailing check)

1060 Washington St

City

Eugene

State Name

OR

ZIP

97401

Email

oregonlean@gmail.com

Phone

9293200003

Extension

Field not completed.

Payment should go to:

Individual Listed

How does this request align
with the work of the Human
Rights Commission? What
will these funds be used for
specifically (if applicable).

Funds will go directly to pay for part of the therapist's fee for
facilitating the support group. There is currently no support
group specifically for East Asian women and femmes in Lane
County to address the increase in attacks and discrimination
they face due to the covid pandemic, so we seek to provide
that resource for our community members.

Who are the other
community partners and
what is their level of
involvement?

Dr. Shin Shin Tang, PhD, is the therapist who will be facilitating
the event. There is a high preference for the HRC funding to be
directly sent to Dr. Tang should monetary support be granted
from the HRC.

Is this event:

Wheelchair Accessible?

I acknowledge that by
receiving funding to support
this event that I am
responsible for providing a
brief report back to the HRC
within 30‐days of the event.
Failure to provide this
report either in writing or in

I understand
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person at a HRC meeting
may result in denial for
future funding.
Electronic Signature
By providing the information below and electronic signature, I certify that I have
read and understood the submittal requirements outlined, and that I understand that
omission of any listed item may cause delay in processing the application. I (We),
the undersigned, acknowledge that the information supplied in this application is
complete and accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge.
I am the:

Applicant

Full Name of Applicant
representative

Nikolaj Byrdman

Email of applicant's
representative

contact@nikolajbyrdman.com

Electronic Signature

Sign

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Draft HRC Statement on Proposed Amendments to EC 4.830
The Human Rights Commission (HRC) is tasked with promoting the implementation of
universal human rights values and principles in all City of Eugene programs. Adopting the 2022
workplan, City Council directed the HRC to monitor policies that impact culturally and
economically marginalized communities and to end policies that criminalize or fine individuals
for behaviors associated with homelessness.
Accordingly, HRC urges Council to reject the proposed amendments to EC 4.830 and 4.990
creating a new misdemeanor. EC 4.830 prohibits using the street “for any other purpose than
vehicular traffic.” Currently, violations are punishable under EC 4.990 by a fine of $250. The
City proposes doubling fines to $500 and imposing jail time for “willful” violators.
Many Eugenians shelter on the street due to extreme poverty, lack of shelter and affordable
housing, and the fact that sheltering is prohibited in every other public space. By criminalizing
Eugenians who reside on the street, the city will harm vulnerable community members and
violate their human rights.
Such penalties have been shown to deepen poverty and disproportionately impact communities
of color. People simply cannot afford it. 1 in 5 Eugenians lives in poverty—nearly double the
state and national rates. Many others teeter on the precipice. A study found that almost 60
percent of Americans are unable to scrap together $500 (the proposed fine amount), even in an
emergency. And when debts go unpaid, they snowball. A report that HRC endorsed found that a
third of unhoused individuals who appeared at Municipal Court in a given month owed more
than $5,000 in court debt, and more than half had a debt exceeding $1,000. A large share of the
court debts go to collections, which, in turn, can affect credit scores.
Municipal fines, court debt, and incarceration (even for a short time) make it more difficult for
people to better their situations. That money could go towards rent and move-in deposits. That
credit may be considered by a landlord in screening for prospective tenants. That time in jail
disrupts employment, school, housing searches, social services, child and pet care, and other
appointments. Criminal records also carry significant collateral consequences, especially for
immigrants. Incarceration increases the likelihood of homelessness. The penalties leave people
worse off, making it harder to get off the street.
Moreover, such penalties perpetuate inequity. This issue has received significant attention from
the federal government. Notably, the United States Commission on Civil Rights highlighted how
the impacts of municipal fines, court debts, and incarceration “have been borne by communities
of color, along with the poor.” These practices also fuel further stigma and discrimination.
The City’s proposal would violate human rights. The United Nations (UN) Human Rights
Committee has recognized criminalization of homelessness as cruel, inhuman, and degrading
treatment. The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination called for its
abolition, and the UN Committee Against Torture stressed the need to decrease its use. The
Former Special Rapporteur on Torture was “baffled” that “people can be without shelter in a
country, and then treated as criminals for being without shelter.” We share that sentiment.
We urge Council to reject the proposed amendments and to explore constructive solutions to
promoting cleanliness and safety on our streets, such as providing shelter, legalized sleeping
sites, storage units, trash services, and, above all else, housing. That will bring us closer to
realizing our goal of becoming an inclusive, prosperous human rights city.
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Commission and City Leadership Quarterly Check‐In Agenda
Please complete this agenda template ahead of each quarterly check in with the City Manager, Mayor, and
City Council Liaison. The agenda should be returned to the Mayor’s Assistant, Niyah Ross (Nross@eugene‐
or.gov) 1 week prior to the scheduled meeting.
Name of Commission: Human Rights Commission
Staff Liaison and email: Fabio Andrade – fandrade@eugene‐or.gov
Date of meeting: April 15, 2022 9 AM
Location: Mayor’s Office at 101 W 10th Suite 203 Eugene‐OR
Attending: Ibrahim Coulibaly (HRC Chair), Daniel Borson (HRC vice chair), Councilor Keating

Welcome (5 min)
Attendees arrive, greet each other, and get grounded into the meeting.

Work Plan Progress and Emerging Needs Check In (10 min)
Commission leadership provides an update on work plan progress and emerging needs to be addressed with
City Leadership.
A. Adding housing status to the Human Rights Code – The HRC would like to have this topic back in the
Council agenda. Changes were made to the Bias Code and are pending in the Human Rights Code.
The HRC has submitted answers to City Council questions regarding unintended consequences of
making the recommended changes to the Human Rights Code.
B. Multicultural Center Project ‐ The HRC would like to see a restart of the needs assessment process,
which has been on pause since early 2020.
C. Parks in honor of BIPOC community members. The HRC would like to see more engagement of
BIPOC people in decision making for this project.

Commission Updates (10 min)
Commission leadership provides information about recent work in the community, recent committees and
upcoming proposals, etc.
A. Recruitment process for four open seats in the FY23‐FY26 period.

City Manager, Mayor, and Councilor Feedback/Questions (10 min)
Mayor, City Manager, Council Liaison provide feedback, ask follow‐up questions, or share related mayor/city
manager/city council work.

Upcoming Commission Events (5 min)
Commission leadership provides City Leadership information about relevant upcoming events and
opportunities for community engagement.
A. Listening session regarding impacts of the Russian invasion of Ukraine
B. HRC summer retreat
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Summary of Items for Follow‐up (5 min)

