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Human Rights Commission Agenda for
Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Join online:
https://eugene-or-gov.zoom.us/j/94797676360
Passcode: HRC-2022
Human Rights Commissioners: Ibrahim Coulibaly (Chair), Daniel Borson (vice chair), Amanda McCluskey,
Heather Sielicki, Ibrahim Hamide, Briselda Molina, Kirstin London, Kris Galago, Scott Lemons, Heather Marek,
Councilor Matt Keating.
Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Staff: Fabio Andrade
The mission of the Human Rights Commission is to promote implementation of universal human rights values and principles
in all City of Eugene programs and throughout the wider community. To carry out this mission the commission shall affirm,
encourage and initiate programs and services within the City of Eugene and in the wider community designed to place
priority upon protecting, respecting, and fulfilling the full range of universal human rights as enumerated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Item
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

HRC Regular Meeting
Agenda/Minutes Review (Chair)
Public Comment (Chair)
Eugene Police Liaison
HRC grants
City of Eugene equity work
Updates from work groups ad liaisons
City Council updates
HRNI updates

Action

Time

Duration

Discuss/Vote

5:30 - 5:35
5:35 - 5:55
5:55 – 6:05
6:05 - 6:25
6:25 - 6:45
6:45 – 6:55
6:55 – 7:05
7:05 – 7:15

5 min
20 min
10 min
20 min
20 min
10 min
10 min
10 min

Updates
Discuss/Vote
Presentation
Updates
Updates

The next scheduled meeting of the Human Rights Commission is on June 21, 2022

Upcoming holidays and celebrations:
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month - May
Memorial Day – May 30
Pride Month - June
Juneteenth - June 19
The Eugene Human Rights Commission welcomes your interest in these agenda items. For the hearing impaired, FMassistive listening devices are available or an interpreter can be provided with 48 hours’ notice prior to the meeting.
Spanish-language interpretation will also be provided with 48 hours’ notice. To arrange for these services, contact staff at
(541) 682-5177.

The Human Rights Commission meets monthly on the third Tuesday
Contact: Fabio Andrade, 541-682-5177 fandrade@eugene-or.gov

3

MINUTES
Eugene Human Rights Commission - HRC
Online meeting
Eugene, Oregon
April 19, 2022 - 5:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Daniel Borson, Heather Sielicki, Scott Lemons, Ibrahim Coulibaly, Kris Galago, Kirstin
London, Briselda Molina, Heather Marek, Amanda McCluskey, Fabio Andrade (staff)
ABSENT: Ib Hamide, Councilor Matt Keating

Opening
Chair Coulibaly called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Agenda Review: April 19, 2022 agenda approved without corrections.
Minutes Review: March 15, 2022 minutes approved as amended.

Public Comments
No public comments were offered at this meeting.

Eugene Police Liaison Updates
Lieutenant Jessica Dalton reported on the six bias crimes reported last month, including: a bias
case involved a former EPD officer who was targeted because of her identity and sexual
orientation; a case involving an attack with acid-like substance on a Native American woman;
an attempted arson case targeted the Spectrum bar and is related to other acts against their
employees; A case involving intimidation and threats against a Latino man in downtown; and a
case of telephonic harassment against a business owner including racial and anti-immigrant
slurs; and some vandalism cases. Lt Dalton answered questions from commissioners regarding
these recent cases.

Request for Support – Lane East Asian Network
This request was withdrawn.

HRC statement on proposed changes to EC 4.830
The HRC discussed a draft document submitted by the Homelessness & Poverty Work Group.
The approved statement is attached.
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HRNI updates
Fabio Andrade provided updates on hiring for HRNI positions, a brief report on the upcoming GARE
conference in Portland and on the recruitment process for HRC vacancies. The advocacy work group was
enlisted to review applications for HRC vacancies.

Meeting adjourned at 6:15pm and was followed by an HRC listening session on the war in
Ukraine.
Recorded by Fabio Andrade
A video recording of this meeting is kept by the Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Office
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Draft HRC Statement on Proposed Amendments to EC 4.830
The Human Rights Commission (HRC) is tasked with promoting the implementation of
universal human rights values and principles in all City of Eugene programs. Adopting the 2022
workplan, City Council directed the HRC to monitor policies that impact culturally and
economically marginalized communities and to end policies that criminalize or fine individuals
for behaviors associated with homelessness.
Accordingly, HRC urges Council to reject the proposed amendments to EC 4.830 and 4.990
creating a new misdemeanor. EC 4.830 prohibits using the street “for any other purpose than
vehicular traffic.” Currently, violations are punishable under EC 4.990 by a fine of $250. The
City proposes doubling fines to $500 and imposing jail time for “willful” violators.
Many Eugenians shelter on the street due to extreme poverty, lack of shelter and affordable
housing, and the fact that sheltering is prohibited in every other public space. By criminalizing
Eugenians who reside on the street, the city will harm vulnerable community members and
violate their human rights.
Such penalties have been shown to deepen poverty and disproportionately impact communities
of color and other marginalized communities. People simply cannot afford it. 1 in 5 Eugenians
lives in poverty—nearly double the state and national rates. Many others teeter on the precipice.
A study found that almost 60 percent of Americans are unable to scrape together $500 (the
proposed fine amount), even in an emergency. And when debts go unpaid, they snowball. A
report that HRC endorsed found that a third of unhoused individuals who appeared at Municipal
Court in a given month owed more than $5,000 in court debt, and more than half had a debt
exceeding $1,000. A large share of the court debts go to collections, which, in turn, can affect
credit scores.
Municipal fines, court debt, and incarceration (even for a short time) make it more difficult for
people to better their situations. That money could go towards rent and move-in deposits. That
credit may be considered by a landlord in screening for prospective tenants. That time in jail
disrupts employment, school, housing searches, social services, child and pet care, and other
appointments. Criminal records also carry significant collateral consequences, especially for
immigrants. Incarceration increases the likelihood of homelessness. The penalties leave people
worse off, making it harder to get off the street.
Moreover, such penalties perpetuate inequity. This issue has received significant attention from
the federal government. Notably, the United States Commission on Civil Rights highlighted how
the impacts of municipal fines, court debts, and incarceration “have been borne by communities
of color, along with the poor.” These practices also fuel further stigma and discrimination.
The City’s proposal would violate human rights. The United Nations (UN) Human Rights
Committee has recognized criminalization of homelessness as cruel, inhuman, and degrading
treatment. The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination called for its
abolition, and the UN Committee Against Torture stressed the need to decrease its use. The
Former Special Rapporteur on Torture was “baffled” that “people can be without shelter in a
country, and then treated as criminals for being without shelter.” We share that sentiment.
We urge Council to reject the proposed amendments and to explore constructive solutions to
promoting cleanliness and safety on our streets, such as providing shelter, legalized sleeping
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sites, storage units, trash services, and, above all else, housing. That will bring us closer to
realizing our goal of becoming an inclusive, prosperous human rights city.
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GUIDELINES FOR COMMUNITY REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT
Funding Authority and Purpose (City Code Sections 2.260, 2.265, 2.280, 2.285)
The Human Rights Commission may spend public money to promote its purposes and activities. Its authority to
spend public money is subject to 1) Oregon law; 2) City Charter; 3) City budget constraints; and 4) City
Manager/delegate approval.
The commission's activities and purposes are to:
 Help the City provide equal opportunity for all its citizens
 Work to eliminate discrimination
 Monitor the status of civil and human rights in the community
 Make recommendations to the City Council in human rights areas
 Support and provide programs and services that help eliminate discrimination and improve human
relations, and work with other community groups and public agencies in these efforts

Funding Approval Guidelines
The commission's authority to spend public funds allows it to consider only requests that meet the following
guidelines:
Purchase of a product or service
State law prohibits the City from "giving" money to another organization, regardless of the worthiness of its
purpose. The commission may consider purchasing a specific product or service, such as a brochure or
workshop, as long as the product or service is related to the commission's own purposes and work plan and it
clearly benefits the City organization.
Compliance with commission and City Council goals and policies
The City cannot purchase a product or service whose provision would conflict with its goals, policies, and stated
positions. Spending public tax money for a service puts the City on record as supporting that service. The
commission may not sponsor events whose other sponsoring groups and organizations are incompatible with the
goals and purposes of the commission and City Council. The commission does not sponsor events that are not
open to the public or that are strictly fund-raising events. The commission does not support events held in
locations on the Lane County Labor Council's Unfair Labor Practices List.
Accessibility
Commission bylaws require that events it sponsors must be fully accessible. Facilities should meet Americans
with Disabilities Act standards and sign interpretation should be provided if requested. Both wheelchair access
and the availability of interpretation should be included in advertisements for the event.

Levels of Support
Endorsement
The commission may endorse specific events whose values it supports but to which it does not contribute
money. The commission's name may be used in advertising for these events. A short application for this level of
support must be submitted to the commission prior to use of its name.
(OVER PLEASE)
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Levels of Support (continued)
Support
The commission may provide up to $100 for events that meet the guidelines if commissioners are not actively
involved (see definition of active involvement below). The purpose of these events must be aligned with the
commission's mission and goals.
Co-sponsorship
The commission may provide up to $200 for events meeting the guidelines and in which commissioners will be
actively involved. Active involvement means that, at a minimum, the group planning the event works directly with
a commissioner who serves as a formal liaison between the group and the commission and reports back to the
commission regularly. If possible, a commissioner should participate in the planning process and the commission
should have an information table at the event.
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