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Human Rights Commission Agenda for
Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Join online:
https://eugene-or-gov.zoom.us/j/94797676360
Passcode: HRC-2022
Human Rights Commissioners: Ibrahim Coulibaly (Chair), Daniel Borson (vice chair), Amanda McCluskey,
Heather Sielicki, Ibrahim Hamide, Briselda Molina, Kirstin London, Kris Galago, Scott Lemons, Heather Marek,
Councilor Matt Keating.
Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Staff: Fabio Andrade
The mission of the Human Rights Commission is to promote implementation of universal human rights values and principles
in all City of Eugene programs and throughout the wider community. To carry out this mission the commission shall affirm,
encourage and initiate programs and services within the City of Eugene and in the wider community designed to place
priority upon protecting, respecting, and fulfilling the full range of universal human rights as enumerated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Item
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

HRC Regular Meeting
Agenda/Minutes Review (Chair)
Public Comment (Chair)
Eugene Police Liaison
Request for support – Black Cultural Festival
Unhoused services during Oregon22
Updates from work groups ad liaisons
City Council updates
HRNI updates

Action

Time

Duration

Discuss/Vote

5:30 - 5:35
5:35 - 5:55
5:55 – 6:05
6:05 - 6:25
6:25 - 6:45
6:45 – 6:55
6:55 – 7:05
7:05 – 7:15

5 min
20 min
10 min
10 min
20 min
10 min
10 min
10 min

Updates
Discuss/Vote
Updates
Updates
Updates
Updates

The next regular meeting of the Human Rights Commission will be in September, 2022

Upcoming holidays and celebrations:
Pride Month - June
Independence Day - July 4
Eid al-Adha – July 9-10
Oregon 22 – July 15-24
American with Disabilities Act - July 26
The Eugene Human Rights Commission welcomes your interest in these agenda items. For the hearing impaired, FMassistive listening devices are available or an interpreter can be provided with 48 hours’ notice prior to the meeting.
Spanish-language interpretation will also be provided with 48 hours’ notice. To arrange for these services, contact staff at
(541) 682-5177.

The Human Rights Commission meets monthly on the third Tuesday
Contact: Fabio Andrade, 541-682-5177 fandrade@eugene-or.gov
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MINUTES
Eugene Human Rights Commission - HRC
Online meeting
Eugene, Oregon
May 17, 2022 - 5:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Daniel Borson, Heather Sielicki, Scott Lemons, Kris Galago, Kirstin London, Briselda
Molina, Heather Marek, Amanda McCluskey, Ib Hamide, Ibrahim Coulibaly, Fabio Andrade
(staff)
ABSENT: Councilor Matt Keating

Opening
Vice Chair Borson called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Agenda Review: May 17, 2022 agenda approved without corrections.
Minutes Review: April 19, 2022 minutes approved as amended.

Public Comments
No public comments were offered at this meeting.

Eugene Police Liaison Updates
Lieutenant Jessica Dalton had no new cases to report. Lt Dalton provide some updates about
the six bias crimes reported last month. Lt Dalton answered questions from commissioners
regarding these recent cases.

HRC grants
Fabio Andrade presented the current guidelines for HRC grants, indicate that HRNI may increase
available funds from $5,000 to $8,00 and asked commissioners to discuss a new structure for those
grants and a simplified process for reporting on funded activities. The feedback provided will be used by
HRNI to prepare a new guideline for HRC grants for FY 2023

City of Eugene equity work
Fabio Andrade presented on current centralized equity work being done at the City and some
identified gaps. The City is already working on a plan to provide more centralized coordination
around equity work and community engagement. Details will be announced in June.
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Homelessness & Poverty work group
Commissioner London reported that, at their work group last meeting, the group discussed its
work plan and how to strategize for the next year. The group invited UO staff to explain their
work with students who are unhoused or maybe at risk of becoming unhoused.

Economic opportunities work group
Commissioner Molina reported that the May meeting was cancelled and the group will be
discussing potential recommendations on how to improve existing City of Eugene policies and
practices related to economic development after the June meeting.

WECU work group
Commissioner Borson reported that WECU is finished a report on their name project and hope
to present that report at the HRC meeting in June. Commissioner Galago reported on the work
being done for the Riverfront Festival including comments on the positive experience she is
having by attending the equity panel for that festival. Commissioner Galago also reported on
work being done with Native American regarding land acknowledgement for the Riverfront
park and multicultural festival.

Unhoused response during Oregon22
Commissioners raised concerns about a potential crackdown on unhoused community
members during the Oregon22 event and asked for staff to attend the next HRC meeting to
explain how the City is planning to address unhoused services during Oregon22.

HRNI updates
Fabio Andrade provided updates on the hiring process for the Multicultural Liaison position.
The office is now receiving applications to the Human Rights and Equity Analyst position, which
supports the HTC and its work groups. Fabio also shared information about how people can get
engage with the Riverfront Festival being planned by the City to occur during Oregon22
championship.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm.
Recorded by Fabio Andrade
A video recording of this meeting is kept by the Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement Office

5

Equity Work Coordination
City of Eugene

6

External Work

Employee
Resource
Center

• Recruiting

Internal Work
•
•
•
•
•

Internal Human Resources Functions
Legal Compliance – Pay Equity/ ADA
Equity Training and Development
Case Management
Policy Development and Review
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Human Rights
and
Neighborhood
Involvement

External work
• Human Rights Program
• Community engagement
• Language access

Internal work
• DEI training
• Equity consulting
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Lack of coordination for equity initiatives
• Redundancy
• Conflicting approaches
• Misalignment with organizational priorities

Gaps

Lack of internal equity hub / workflow
• Low visibility of existing efforts for community
members
• Low visibility of existing resources for staff
• Delays in embedding equity to processes
• Reactive approaches
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ANDRADE Fabio
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 10:23 AM
Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement; ANDRADE Fabio
Online Form Submittal: Human Rights Commission Request for Support

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

[EXTERNAL

]

Human Rights Commission Request for Support
Human Rights Commission Request for Funding
The City of Eugene allocates funds each fiscal year to the Human Rights
Commission (HRC) to use to support community events. Applications must be
submitted complete with a full explanation of the funding request. All requests must
be submitted 10 days prior to the HRC meeting (3rd Tuesdays) in advance of the
event or project start date. Timely submission assures that requests are discussed
and approved for funding. Having a representative at the HRC meeting to answer
questions about the request is strongly encouraged. Please note that if funding is
approved, the commission requires a follow-up report within 30 days of the event.
Recipients may submit a written report or may attend the next commission meeting
to present a brief verbal report. Photos are encouraged but not required. Failing to
provide a report may result in denial for future funding.
Date of Event

8/20/2022

Date Funding Required

7/15/2022

Please describe the
event/activity for which you
are requesting support
and/or funding

The Eugene Black Cultural Festival is an annual Festival
designed to support the Black community in Lane County. The
event links Black families and individuals with community
services and organizations, provides Black residents with a
safe supportive environment where they can find a sense of
belonging and discuss topics that relate to their advancement
and equity, links Black youth with recreational summer
programming (for free) they may not otherwise be able to
participate in, supports Eugene's Black business by platforming
them and their services, and gives the wider community of
Lane County an opportunity to make their allyship visible. It is
also just a fun family friendly summer event! This year's theme
is "Our Mental Health Matters".
The event will be extensive, the plan includes a Youth Zone,
with its own private stage and activities, as well as free meals
and snacks for those 18 and under, Wellness activities and
1
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workshops, An Art Path with an outdoor Museum Without
Walls, featuring Black Artists and supplying Art Classes, A
Sensory Zone, Chess Area, Main Stage Area with a variety of
speakers respected in their field, food services, and booth
space for Black artists and businesses. The Festival is the only
one of its kind in the Pacific Northwest.

Level of Support Requested

More than $200: special circumstances with active HRC
involvement

How much is the request
for?

$1000.00+

Name of Support and/or Funding Recipient
Organization (if applicable)

Obsidian Soul Productions

Applicant's First Name

Talicia

Applicant's Last Name

Brown-Brown-Crowell

Address (for mailing check)

P.O. Box 50643

City

Eugene

State Name

OR

ZIP

97405

Email

taliciabrown@yahoo.com

Phone

5412326298

Extension

Field not completed.

Payment should go to:

Organization Listed

How does this request align
with the work of the Human
Rights Commission? What
will these funds be used for
specifically (if applicable).

This Festival is very specifically geared toward the Black
community, with an emphasis on those who are double
minorities. The funds provided by the Commission will be used
to fund one or more lectures/workshops at the Festival geared
toward identification, rectification and coping with human rights
violations that lead to mental distress, as well as how to
improve community relations between minoritized Black
individuals, the communities they live in, and institutions they
engage.

Who are the other
community partners and
what is their level of
involvement?

Numerous local organizations including The United Way,
NAACP, City of Eugene, Turell Group, Lane County, Kidsports,
Lane AABSS, Kiva, Nurturely, and several notable others are
Sponsors. We are also in talks with many others including
2
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Market of Choice. The average Sponsorship is 3-5k in fiscal
and/or products and services, although some Sponsors have
donated more. Several Sponsors will have booths or Pavilions
at the event to link community members with services.

Is this event:

Wheelchair Accessible?, Open for language interpretation if
needed?, Accessible for hearing impaired?

I acknowledge that by
receiving funding to support
this event that I am
responsible for providing a
brief report back to the HRC
within 30‐days of the event.
Failure to provide this
report either in writing or in
person at a HRC meeting
may result in denial for
future funding.

I understand

Electronic Signature
By providing the information below and electronic signature, I certify that I have
read and understood the submittal requirements outlined, and that I understand that
omission of any listed item may cause delay in processing the application. I (We),
the undersigned, acknowledge that the information supplied in this application is
complete and accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge.
I am the:

Applicant's Representative

Full Name of Applicant
representative

Irene Butler-Rasheed

Email of applicant's
representative

RasheedIrene@gmail.com

Electronic Signature

Sign

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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What’s in a Name?
Interim report of the WeCU Naming Project
by
Daniel Borson, Human Rights Commissioner
Stephen Fuller-Rowell, Volunteer Researcher
June 2022

Introduction
What’s in a name? That’s the question that sparked this research project by the Whole Eugene
Community United (WeCU) Work Group of the Eugene Human Rights Commission. We see
these names every day as we travel around the City of Eugene. They’re on street signs, in
parks, on buildings, and other geographical features. They’re named after plants, states, or
other cities. Sometimes, they’re named after people, some of whom we know, such as United
States Presidents, and some whom we don’t know. Many times, a street was named for the
family that owned the land to which the road led. Other times, it was named after a prominent
member of the community. We undertook this research project to gain a better knowledge about
the people and families whose names are honored on our city’s geographical features.
Oregon has a troubled history of white supremacy. The Oregon Territory was “settled”
(colonized?) at the expense of indigenous lives. The State of Oregon was founded as a
whites-only state. Throughout its history, Oregon has been home to white supremacist groups,
including the Ku Klux Klan. It’s not surprising, then, to learn that many of the people and families
after whom some of our geographic features were named were involved in these groups or in
creating and perpetuating policies that marginalized people of color and other minorities.
So, why should we care about the people whose names appear in our local geography? Names
have always been a means by which local culture is defined and reflects the perspective of
those in power. Colonizers have typically renamed geographic features from their original
indigenous names, and those seeking independence from colonization have often renamed
features, as well. As such, those names can indicate hospitality or hostility to people in
marginalized communities. As a community, we have the power to shift our local culture to be
more welcoming and inclusive, and we have a moral obligation to do so. The broader Eugene
community will benefit from understanding our shared past, which will be crucial to addressing
the challenges of our future.
The research for this interim report was authorized under an item in the Eugene Human Rights
Commission’s work plan for the 2021-22 fiscal year and was initiated by the WeCU workgroup.
This report seeks to tell the stories behind these names. It does not make any
recommendations at this point about which names might be changed - that will ultimately be the
decision of policymakers. It is our hope that these stories may speak for themselves and may
inform those who are grappling with human rights and racial justice issues.
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This is the first installation of what is an ongoing research project. At the beginning of this
project, we identified approximately 60 names which we wished to research. This interim report
discusses 15 of those names:
1. Blair Boulevard
2. Blanton Road, Blanton Heights, and Harry Taylor Road
3. Chambers Street
4. Dillard Road
5. Friendly Street and Friendly Neighborhood
6. Gilham Road, Minda Street, and Minda Drive
7. Gillespie Butte and Willagillespie Road
8. Harlow Road and Mahlon Avenue
9. Hendricks Park and Hendricks Hill Road
10. McKenzie River and Willakenzie Road
11. Charnelton Street
12. Patterson Street
13. Hilyard Street
14. Whiteaker Neighborhood
15. Cal Young Road
We have not yet included Eugene Franklin Skinner (after whom our city, Skinner Butte, and
Franklin Boulevard are named) in this initial interim report. While much has been written about
Skinner, it will be important to filter out the facts from “settler mythology” before we can arrive at
a clearer picture of his role in local history. He is part of our ongoing research, and we anticipate
his inclusion in a subsequent report.
The sources for most of this research were obtained at the Lane County History Museum
archives. The authors are most appreciative of the help and support of the Museum staff and for
City funds through the Office of Human Rights and Neighborhood Involvement that made this
research possible.
The authors encourage knowledgeable members of the community to review this report and to
provide us with additions and corrections, along with sources. We hope that this becomes a
living document with which the whole community can engage and contribute.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
2
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1. Blair Boulevard
Prior (aka Pryor) Ford Blair (1813 - 1893) was born in Kentucky. He moved west to Oregon in
1847 with a wagon train that included Charnel Mulligan (see section on Charnelton Mulligan)
and Blair’s wife Elenor, who was Mulligan’s sister. Blair established a land claim to the west of
Eugene Skinner’s land claim. In addition to building a home, he is reported to have been
operating a saw mill on his land and a general merchandise store at the corner of Broadway and
Willamette.
Blair was active in helping to create the early infrastructure of the new city. In 1853, he was
awarded a $100 contract to construct the first office of the County Clerk. That building is
preserved at the Lane County History Museum. Another contract was for the stakes required for
surveying and laying out the streets in downtown Eugene. That survey was led by Dr. Andrew
W. Patterson (see section on Andrew Patterson), and Blair assisted Dr. Patterson in the work.
An early newspaper report refers to an issue with “a band of aboriginal nuisances camped back
of the [Blair] mill.” It is not reported whether this was with or without Blair’s tacit acceptance.
Knowing this might reveal more about his position on issues of the day. We could find no other
record of his views on political or social issues. The fact that Blair sold alcohol in his store might
be indicative of a more progressive attitude on social issues, as many others at the time were
members of groups that advocated temperance. The family home is said to have been a “center
of the early social life of Eugene,” although it is not known if alcohol was involved in these social
events.
The Blair land was annexed by the City as the “Blair Addition” in 1891. The family home stood
for many years on Blair Boulevard and 4th Avenue. Prior Blair died in 1893 and is buried in the
Masonic Cemetery.
Note: One surviving Blair descendant recently posted on social media that a member of her
family was instrumental in removing a cross from Skinner Butte. (That post was subsequently
deleted.)

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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2. Blanton Road, Blanton Heights and Harry Taylor Road
Blanton Road was most likely named because it went to land owned by the Blanton family. John
Blanton (c.1830 - 1918) and his brother William (Bill) Blanton (c.1833 - 1904) may have been
born in Missouri, although it could have been Kentucky or Virginia. They are believed to have
arrived in the Eugene area around 1853 or 1854 and began farming in the South Hills.
The Blanton family was large, and there are other Blantons known to have settled in Northern
California. There is little record of most of the family. More is known about Harry Taylor (1881 1960) who married Belle Blanton (1882 - 1943), a daughter of William and John’s younger
brother Isaac W. Blanton (1842 - 1926). The Blanton family supplied the growing City of
Eugene with timber, horses, fruit, hogs, goats, and other agricultural products. There appears to
have been several branches of the Blanton family and many of the same first names were given
to children in the various branches. This makes the task of creating biographies around any one
person challenging, as records may be contradictory, referring to more than one person.
Oral history interviews which Belle Blanton’s daughter Jane Taylor Pruett conducted with Bertha
Toll and with Janet Belle Brown paint a colorful picture of life in the South Hills of Eugene in the
late 19th century, at a time when timberwolves could be heard at night. According to the
interview, Belle and Harry produced at least 11 children. All members of the Blanton family
“worked awfully hard” in their sawmill and in the fields, building fences, raising horses, goats
and hogs. They spoke like “backwoods Appalachia people,” as one member of the family
recalls. Harry Taylor consolidated the family land-holdings and added “close to a thousand”
acres by strategic purchases from widows of settlers and other willing sellers. The Spencer
Butte road could be “hub deep” in mud in the winter and dust in the summer, and it was reported
that Harry Taylor would be out there himself with a pick and shovel working on road
maintenance.
No references were found regarding the family’s views on issues of the day or any reference to
membership in any congregation or fraternal organization.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
4
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3. Chambers Street
Frank Leslie Chambers (1865 - 1946) was born into a Methodist family in Missouri in 1865. He
was educated in Missouri and Iowa. After his family moved to Dallas, Oregon, he enrolled in a
business school in Portland. At the age of 21, he joined his father, James Chambers, in the
family hardware business in Dallas. Two years later, the family relocated to Eugene, where they
established the Chambers Hardware Company, of which Frank subsequently became the
principal. The hardware business evidently proved to be an excellent vantage point for this
budding entrepreneur to learn what goods and services were in demand in the rapidly growing
City of Eugene. Over the years, he became a leader in the Water Board, the phone company,
banking, the Chamber of Commerce, and various other key industrial and commercial ventures.
Leveraging connections with two early pioneering families, the Bristows and the Hendricks (his
late wife’s family), he became a founder in 1904 of the Chambers Bristow Bank, which later
became part of the First National Bank, of which he was a director.
Frank Chambers led numerous charitable organizations and belonged to several fraternal
orders, including the Grand Lodge of Good Templars, which was known for being a temperance
group at the time. In the 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan established connections with various
temperance groups to build pressure on Catholic immigrants from Italy and Ireland, for whom
alcohol played an important role in their social cohesion. It seems unlikely that there would have
been such a link between the KKK and the Good Templars, as the latter also supported
women’s rights, the abolition of slavery, in addition to the prohibition of alcohol.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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4. Dillard Road
Stephen Morgan Dillard (c. 1809 - 1867) was born in Tennessee. He and his family moved
from Missouri to California in 1856 and then to Oregon in 1858. He subsequently returned to
California, where he died in 1867. Stephen and his wife Julia Renshaw had two sons, William
Renshaw Dillard (1831 - 1908) and Luther M. Dillard (1846 - 1889). William was born in
Tennessee and Luther was born in Missouri. Most of the family appears to have stayed in
Oregon when Stephen Dillard returned to California.
From their arrival in Oregon, the family members began building their land holdings in the
Goshen/Creswell area. Their primary activity was cattle and dairy farming. Family members are
reported to have been Republican in politics and Presbyterian in religion.
In the 1890s, William Dillard experienced financial difficulties, and his land holdings were
transferred to a son-in-law, Horace Hampton (1860 - 1952), who had bailed him out. The
combined land of the Dillards, Hamptons, and Renshaws totalled around 2,000 acres.
Samuel Dillard may be related to the Stephen Dillard family. Samuel Dillard was President of
the Board of Columbia College when it opened in 1855 on what is now College Hill.
Two younger members of the family, J.L. Dillard and G.M. Dillard, were included in a list of Ku
Klux Klan members which the Salem Daily Capital Journal published in October 1922. The list
indicated that they were both land abstractors by profession, (Land abstractors verify
documents and activities affecting the ownership of properties.) They subsequently became the
principals of a title company called the Eugene Abstract Company after they bought the
business from the founders in 1925.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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5. Friendly Street and Friendly Neighborhood
Samson Hirem Freundlich (1840 - 1915), aka Sam Friendly, a Jewish man, was born in New
York in 1840. He relocated to San Francisco in 1863, and in 1865 he moved to Salem and then
to Eugene. By 1888, there were six Jewish families in Eugene, and a rabbi traveled from
Portland for special occasions. Sam married Mathilda Adler from Salem in 1873, and they had
three daughters.
Sam Friendly established the S.H. Friendly Store around 1869 and is said to have handled most
of the wheat and hops grown in Lane County. In 1918, the business was acquired by two former
employees who had subsequently created their own commercial operation.
Sam Friendly served two terms on the Eugene City Council and was Mayor of Eugene 1893 1895.
He was elected president of the Eugene Board of Trade and served on the board of Regents of
the University of Oregon from 1895 to 1915.
He died in 1915 and is buried in the mausoleum building of the Masonic Cemetery.
The television broadcaster Fred Friendly was a grandson of Sam Friendly. Fred Friendly and
Edward R. Murrow led the CBS news team that brought down Senator Joseph McCarthy in
1954 and helped end the House Un-American Activities Committee.
Note: Friendly’s legislative record in City Council may provide more details of his influence on
issues of the day.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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6. Gilham Road, Minda Drive and Minda Street
William Lester Gilham (1869 - 1958) was born in Virginia. He came to Oregon to work for the
railroad in 1888. In 1930, he married Minda Gillespie Dixon (1874 - 1965), the widow of
James Henry Dixon, who had died in 1922. Minda was the daughter of Marcellus Melanthon
Gillespie and Damaris Tandy Benson. Her paternal grandfather was Jacob Gillespie. Both
the Gillespie and Tandy families had owned slaves.
William Gilham was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.). Minda was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church, which had been founded by her grandfather Jacob
Gillespie. She inherited land from her grandfather when he died in 1898.
One uncertain story about the Gilham family revolves around the 1949 demolition of Ferry
Street Village which dispossessed most of the Black residents of the Eugene area and
destroyed their church. We found notes (written by Linda Ague and added to a collection of
newspaper clippings from the Register-Guard from 1958) which indicate that around the time
that Ferry Street Village was demolished, the neighbors living around Leo and Pearlie
Washington in the East 2nd Avenue neighborhood created a petition to have the Washington
family removed from the neighborhood. Leo Washington had come from Arkansas to Eugene to
work on the railroad and had been living in the area since at least 1941, where he and his wife
owned a home on East 2nd Avenue between Mill and High streets. They were one of the first
black families in Eugene. The notes by Linda Ague state that William and Minda Gilham, both
over 75 years old at the time, were living close by. They were said to have refused to sign the
petition and began conversations with other neighbors. Eventually, the neighborhood agreed to
drop the petition and allow the Washingtons to continue living as their neighbors.
The reasons why the Gilhams became involved must be speculative. Since both William Gilham
and Leo Washington had been employed by the railroad, they may have had a personal
connection. An additional possibility is that this may have been an act of redemption by Minda
Gillespie as partial atonement for the slave-owning heritage on both sides of her family. A third
possibility is that this incident did not actually occur or that the role of the Gilhams in these
events were not as reported in Ms. Ague’s notes, which contain at least one inaccuracy: that the
Washingtons previously lived in Ferry Street Village. In fact, their home on East 2nd Avenue had
for several years provided overnight accommodations to Black travelers unable to find lodging
elsewhere in the City.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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7. Gillespie Butte and Willagillespie Road
Jacob Gillespie (1809 - 1898) was born in Tennessee. He moved to Missouri around 1831 and
then set out for Oregon in 1852. Included in his wagon train party was Charles Walker Young,
his son-in-law who was married to Jacob’s eldest daughter Mary (aka Polly). Their journey west
is documented in the diary of Polly’s younger sister Pearl Agnes.
Upon arrival in the area, the Gillespie family purchased the land claim of Abraham Peek
between the Willamette and McKenzie rivers. They built their home and established the land
claim on the western side of the land. Charles put down roots on the eastern side of the land
where his son, Calvin Marcellus “Cal” Young was born (See section on Cal Young.).
Jacob Gillespie was the first Presbyterian minister in the Oregon Territory. He began holding
services in neighbors’ homes soon after arriving. He was the pastor when the First Presbyterian
Church was built. He represented Lane County in the Oregon Territory Assembly from 1854 to
1855 where he was instrumental in obtaining legislative support for the proposed Columbia
College to be established on what is now College Hill. The college board of trustees engaged in
vigorous and contentious debate between abolitionists and proponents of slavery, as was the
case throughout the Oregon Territory as it was decided whether Oregon would be a slave state
or a free state. The school eventually closed in 1860, after a suspected arson destroyed the
building twice and pro-slavery trustees had gained control of the board in 1859. Gillespie had
been elected to the Lane County Commission in 1857.
In 1867, Gillespie married Elizabeth Goodpasture (we plan to research more on Goodpasture
Island Road during the next fiscal year). His first wife, Amelia Martin, had died a few years after
they first came to Oregon.
According to one of Gillespie’s granddaughters, quoted in 1934, Gillespie brought two slaves
with him from Missouri to Oregon and had sold other slaves before he left.
Eugene Country Club, Gillespie Cemetery and Gillespie Butte Park are on land that was owned
by the Gillespie family. His family donated the land for Gillespie Butte Park.

What’s in a Name?
Eugene Human Rights Commission
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8. Harlow Road and Mahlon Avenue
Mahlon Hall Harlow (Senior) (1811 - 1896) was born in Kentucky. He was farming in Missouri
when he heard about Oregon. Members of his wagon train feared for their lives when they
refused to pay a “transient tax” to pass through Mormon territory in Utah. In his correspondence,
he referred to the Mormons as “dirty scoundrels.” His wagon train also faced a violent
confrontation in the Snake River area during which wagon train members killed two local
indigenous inhabitants.
Harlow arrived in the Eugene area in 1850, where he staked a land claim between the
Willamette and the McKenzie Rivers, east of what is now Coburg Road. He is reported to have
given a “squatter” (ethnicity not stated) a five-dollar gold piece and an old pistol to secure his
land claim.
Mahlon Harlow owned slaves, which he left in Missouri before traveling west. In an 1852 letter, a
friend advised him to sell his slaves and mentioned the prices they would realize. It is of note
that the most valuable of these slaves was expected to realize three times what the friend
reported elsewhere in the letter as the annual income of Harlow’s brother, who remained in
Missouri. It is not known whether Harlow followed the advice of his friend.
Harlow’s diary from 1850 to 1852 records an initially very challenging period for the Harlow
family to establish their land claim, build a house, keep fed, deal with wild weather extremes,
floods, and occasional physical accidents and bouts of illness. Additionally, Harlow’s wife was
pregnant when they arrived. Nevertheless, Harlow and other neighbors, including Jacob
Gillespie, diligently observed Sunday as a sabbath day of rest, and they established the first
Baptist congregation in Eugene, meeting first in settlers’ homes.
Mahlon Harlow, Sr. was elected as the first County Clerk of Lane County in 1852 and built the
first County Courthouse.
Mahlon Hall Harlow (Junior) (1856 - 1946) served as the president of the Eugene Fruit
Growers Association from 1915 to 1944. In October 1922, the Salem Capital Journal published
a list of members of the newly resurgent Ku Klux Klan. Although Harlow was not on that list, a
list of KKK members compiled by Eckard Toy of the University of Oregon included the surname
Harlow, along with hand-written annotations indicating Mahlon Harlow’s name.

What’s in a Name?
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9. Hendricks Park and Hendricks Hill Road
Thomas Grundy Hendricks (1838 - 1919) was born in Illinois. His father, J.M. Hendricks was
born in Kentucky and was married to Elizabeth Bristow, the daughter of Elijah Bristow, who
came west with Eugene Skinner as the first settlers in the Eugene area. The Hendricks family
set out for Oregon in 1848 when Thomas was nine years old. He celebrated his tenth birthday
along the journey. The family first went to the Pleasant Hill area where Bristow had staked his
claim. The Hendricks family themselves subsequently settled between Pleasant Hill and
present-day Creswell.
Life in the Bristow household was evidently lively. Thomas recalled playing “shinny” (a
hockey-like game) with “Cuffy” and “Gudgo” (possibly local boys). He reported that “Indians
were everywhere in the area” and were “not troublesome but annoying.”
In 1858, at the age of 20, he started to work as a clerk in the Bristow family mercantile store in
Eugene. The clientele is reported to have included “Molalla Chief Moses” who traded first at the
Bristow store and would also spend the occasional night at the Bristow family home. In 1874
Hendricks became the owner of the store. His commercial and family connections resulted in
1883 in the creation of the First National Bank of Eugene, of which he was a founding partner.
He remained as President of the bank for 33 years. A bank founded by Frank Chambers (see
section on Chambers above) in 1904 subsequently became part of First National Bank. Frank
Chambers had married Thomas’s daughter Ida in 1891. Thomas and his family made their
home on Taylor Street and 10th Avenue.
Like Chambers, Hendricks was deeply involved in the growth of Eugene, including the Water
Company and the Library, and in the University of Oregon (as a founder and regent for 24
years). He was also a charter member and deacon of the new (First) Christian Church in 1866.
He served as Superintendent of County schools, on the City Council (serving as Mayor twice),
and was elected to the State Senate once as a Democrat. He and his wife donated 47 acres for
the larger part of Hendricks Park in 1906.
Note: Hendricks’s legislative record in City Council and in the State Senate may provide more
details of his influence on issues of the day.
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10. McKenzie River and Willakenzie Road
Donald MacKenzie (1783 - 1851) was born in Scotland and moved to Canada in 1801. He
began his career with the North West Fur Company exploring Idaho and the Snake River area.
In 1810, he joined Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Company as a partner. In this capacity he was one
of the founders of the trading center at Fort Astoria at the mouth of the Columbia River in 1811.
The following year he led an expedition to explore the Willamette Valley for the Pacific Fur
Company. In 1816, he rejoined the North West Fur Company, and in 1819/1820 he established
a trading post near the confluence of what was known as the East Fork of the Willamette River
in the vicinity of present-day Coburg. The association of Donald MacKenzie with this trading
post led to the East Fork becoming known as ‘McKenzie’s Fork’ of the Willamette and then
simply as the ‘McKenzie River’ (despite the different spelling). In 1821, the North West Fur
Company merged with the Hudson’s Bay Company. At the age of 42 in 1825 he was appointed
Chief Factor by the Hudson’s Bay Company, becoming the de facto administrator of what are
now the Canadian provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.
He is reported to have been a large man (312 lbs) with unfailing energy and no fear. He is said
to have been a remarkable shot with a rifle, skilled in woodcraft and in “Indian” warfare, and an
able trader with the “Indians”. During his career, he negotiated treaties with several tribes to
make it possible for trappers to trap and for companies to transport furs back to their markets in
the east.
Not everyone shared positive opinions about him. Gabriel Franchѐre, a former employee of the
Pacific Fur Company described MacKenzie as “a very selfish man who cared for no one but
himself.” Questions were also raised about MacKenzie’s loyalty during a volatile time in relations
between the United States and Great Britain in the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere.
The Mackenzie River in northwest Canada is named after his cousin, Alexander MacKenzie
who was also an explorer.
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11. Charnelton Street
Charnelton (aka Charnel) Mulligan (1826 - 1899) was born in Kentucky. He moved west to
Oregon in 1847 in the same wagon train that included Prior Blair, and his sister Elenor who
was married to Prior Blair. Mulligan married Martha Jane Spores, daughter of Jacob Spores
from the Coburg area in 1851. Mulligan staked a land claim to the immediate south of Eugene
Skinner’s land claim. Mulligan and Skinner each donated 40 acres to establish a public space
and the administrative center of Lane County close to downtown Eugene. Mulligan is often
linked with Skinner as a co-founder of Eugene, and he seems to have been an influential,
community-minded, and not outspoken presence in early Eugene.
Mulligan donated the land on what is now College Hill for Columbia College which opened in
1855. (See Jacob Gillespie, who was on the college board.)
No other record has yet been found of Mulligan’s views on political or social issues of his day.
He is reported to have been in poor health towards the end of his life and was buried in the
I.O.O.F (Pioneer) Cemetery in 1899.
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12. Patterson Street
Andrew W. Patterson (1814 - 1904) was born in Pennsylvania. He completed medical training
before setting off for Oregon in 1852. He established a land claim a mile west of town. With
insufficient demand for his services as a doctor, he accepted a position, assisted by Prior Blair,
to complete a survey of the streets of Eugene in 1854. This led to similar appointments in other
new towns in Oregon.
He was elected to the Oregon Territorial Assembly in 1855 and served in the Oregon State
Senate from 1870 to 1874. During the Rogue River Indian Wars, in 1856, he served as an army
surgeon. Besides his medical practice, he was also appointed Superintendent of Schools, wrote
school textbooks, and was one of the first hop growers in Oregon. He was also an early partner
in the company that owned and operated the mill race. He was, apparently, the first Unitarian in
Eugene, but his wife Amanda seems to have been more active in the church.
Patterson’s long journal entitled “Onward,” published in 1869, is a rhyming elegy inspired by the
pioneer experience extolling Manifest Destiny1, while also mourning the “silent, sorrowful
departure of the Indian.” His full-page article in local newspapers back in Pennsylvania
described the opportunities in the Willamette Valley for “settlers,” assuring his readers that the
“hordes of the most warlike savages” were no longer a problem. This aligns with the overarching
narrative of early settlers that the valiant pioneers subdued the hostile natives, making the area
safe for young families to resettle and farm. It has been noted that this so-called “hostility”
caused only one reported death in the Eugene area, and that incident, which supposedly took
place on Spencer Butte, might have just been a legend.
Note: Patterson’s legislative record in the Oregon Territory Assembly and in the State Senate
may provide more details of his influence on the issues of the day.

1

Manifest Destiny was an ideology of expansion across the continent. Some even wanted to annex
Canada and Mexico. It affected the US because the idea drove expansion, annexation and active
movement towards the west.
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13. Hilyard Street
Hilyard Shaw (1800 - 1862) may have been born in New York state -- biographical information
is scarce. He must have been one of the earliest settlers in the Eugene area, claiming land
between the Charnel Mulligan claim and the Willamette River some time before 1851. In that
year, he became one of the first commercial home builders in Eugene, constructing the home of
Judge Risdon in 1851 for $76. From his home (where the University of Oregon is now), Hilyard
Shaw observed that an old channel to the west of the Willamette River could be reestablished
by dredging a connection between two ponds and the river to create a millrace. He did this in
1851/1852 with backing from partners. He then built a saw mill in 1851 using the water power of
the mill, followed by a grist mill in 1855. Other industrial ventures followed, using water power
from the millrace.
No information could be found regarding his social and political opinions, or on how he may
have shaped events of his time other than industrial development.
Besides creating the industrial beginnings of Eugene, the millrace must also have stimulated
development of the legal industry in Eugene. In 1855, Hilyard Shaw settled a land boundary
dispute with Eugene Skinner. This case may highlight the challenges of land ownership
adjacent to rivers prone to abrupt changes of course during major floods. Subsequently, when
the millrace had become a recreational and scenic asset in that part of Eugene, lawyers were
required to craft a settlement between owners of the millrace (including by that time, Frank
Chambers) and adjacent property owners, (including the Patterson family) concerning
proposed widening of the millrace. That case hinged upon whether Hilyard Shaw and his
partners had created a new water course, or whether this was an improved natural channel and
whether neighboring properties had riparian rights. Correspondence (and legal cost) to create a
settlement with the Patterson family was handled by Ida Patterson, daughter of Dr Andrew
Patterson
When Hilyard Shaw died in 1862, he left his estate to the “fallen women of New York”.
However, his Will was not honored, and his wealth remained in Eugene.
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14. Whiteaker Neighborhood
John Whiteaker (1820-1902) was born in Indiana and traveled widely in the South. A carpenter
by trade, with only six months of formal education, he arrived in Oregon in 1852 at the age of
32. His donation land claim was to the north and west of what is now Dorena Lake about 20
miles southeast of Eugene. After serving as a justice of the peace and a probate judge, he was
elected to the Oregon Territorial Legislature in 1857 representing Lane County.
Whiteaker was elected as the first Governor of the State of Oregon in 1858 and took office in
1859, when statehood was confirmed. Oregon was founded, under its Constitution, as a
whites-only state. He was subsequently elected Speaker of the Oregon House of
Representatives (1868-1869), President of the Oregon State Senate (1876-1879) and
represented Oregon in the US House of Representatives (1879-1881).
His unpublished handwritten autobiography clearly indicates that he was a white supremacist,
strongly opposed to the abolition of slavery, at a time when a majority of Oregonians were
abolitionists. In the conclusion of his last address as Governor to the Oregon Legislature in
1862, he made known his support for the “Exclusion Clause”2 in the State Constitution calling for
its enforcement by the legislature. In 1861, as Governor, Whiteaker had appointed Benjamin
Stark to complete the term of a US Senator who had been killed in the Civil War. Stark was
well-known to be opposed to the abolition of slavery. While representing Oregon in the US
House of Representatives from 1879 to 1881, Whiteaker introduced a bill directing and
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with the Umatilla, Warm Springs, and
certain other Indian tribes occupying reservations within the state of Oregon for the
extinguishment of their title to the lands occupied by them and for their removal to other
reservations outside the state boundaries.
In 1890, after leaving politics and returning to his farm, Whiteaker purchased the western
portion of what had been Eugene Skinner’s land claim. This property was subsequently
annexed by the City of Eugene and was then referred to as “Whiteaker’s Addition.” This became
part of what is now known as the Whiteaker Neighborhood.
John Whiteaker died in 1902 and is buried in the Masonic Cemetery in Eugene.
2

The Oregon State Constitution [of 1857] enshrined an Exclusion Clause into Section 35 after a vote of
eligible voters:
“No free negro or mulatto not residing in this state at the time of the adoption of this constitution, shall
come, reside or be within this state or hold any real estate, or make any contracts, or maintain any suit
therein; and the legislative assembly shall provide by penal laws for the removal by public officers of all
such negroes and mulattoes, and for their effectual exclusion from the state, and for the punishment of
persons who shall bring them into the state, or employ or harbor them.” from:
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/black-history/Pages/context/chronology.aspx
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15. Cal Young Road
Calvin Marcellus Young (1872 - 1957) aka Cal Young was known as Mr. Pioneer riding his
white horse at the head of Eugene’s Pioneer Day Parades. This son of Charles Walker Young
was born in Oregon. Much of the information about him is drawn from oral history project
interviews with his wife and others who knew him well. Besides farming and organizing Pioneer
Parades, he also coached the University of Oregon football team and was active in the Grange
and in community work.
He ran successfully for County Commissioner in 1932 on a tax reduction platform. He served
until 1940.
His opinion of Native American people is revealed by his frequent gleeful recounting of how his
father acquired 320 acres north of the Willamette River. The story is that his father gave three
sacks of dried peas to an impoverished local person in exchange for ownership of the land.
Note: Cal Young’s legislative record on the County Commission may provide more details of his
influence on the issues of the day. Another area of research might be whether he had any
influence in the 1949 decision to clear Ferry Street Village3, something from which his family
would have greatly benefitted.

3

For more information on Ferry Street Village, see:
https://eugeneweekly.com/2021/02/02/lane-county-acknowledges-ferry-street-village/
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Areas of Further Research
Several of the people we’ve researched so far served in elected office, whether in city, county,
state, or federal government. We did not have time to research their records sufficiently before
this interim report, and hope to continue this work, along with the remaining names on our list.
One of the events in Eugene history that disrupted and scattered Eugene's first Black
neighborhood was the 1949 clearing of Ferry Street Village4 to build a new Ferry Street Bridge
and open up the land north of the river for annexation and development. The families that would
have benefitted the most from this would have been the Harlow, Gillespie and Young families.
We are curious as to the possible influence that these families may have had in this outcome.
Those who served in the Oregon Territorial Assembly before Oregon became a state would
have participated in the vigorous debate about the Exclusion Clause in the State Constitution
and whether the State of Oregon should allow slavery. This would be another avenue for future
research.

4

For more information on Ferry Street Village, see:
https://eugeneweekly.com/2021/02/02/lane-county-acknowledges-ferry-street-village/
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