AGENDA
Phone: 541-682-5481
www.eugene-or.gov/hrb

Meeting Location:
Atrium Building – Sloat Room
99 West 10th Avenue

Eugene’s Historic Review Board welcomes your interest in these agenda items. Feel free to come
and go as you please at any of the meetings. This meeting location is wheelchair-accessible. For
the hearing impaired, FM assistive-listening devices are available, or an interpreter can be provided
with 48 hours of notice prior to the meeting. Spanish-language interpretation can also be
provided. To arrange for these services, please contact the receptionist at (541) 682-5081.
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 – 8:30-10:30 A.M. – Atrium Building, Sloat Room
I.

Public Comment
Up to 15 minutes will be reserved for public comment regarding historic preservation
issues, except for any items scheduled for public hearing.

II.

Public Hearing: Historic City Landmark Designation
Location:
1750 Kona Street; west side of Kona Street, north of Hendricks Park
Request:
City Landmark Designation for the Robert S. Harris House
Applicant:
Janet Harris, Property Owner
Lead City Staff:
Rodney Bohner, 541-682-5437, RBohner@eugene-or.gov

III.

Info Share/Updates
Time-permitting, staff and HRB members are encouraged to provide any brief
informational updates to staff and the board.

BOARD MEMBERS
Steven Baker, Zarina Bell, David Edrington, Luke Habberstad, Samantha Kalita (Chair), Daniel Lombardi,
Sarah Shmigelsky and Richard Steers.

Atrium Building
99 West 10th Avenue
Eugene, Oregon 97401
Phone: 541-682-5377
Fax: 541-682-5572
www.eugene-or.gov/planning

STAFF REPORT: HISTORIC CITY LANDMARK DESIGNATION
HARRIS HOUSE (HD 19-2)
File Name (Number):
Robert S. Harris House – (HD 19-2)
Applicant:
Janet Harris, Applicant and Owner
Applicant’s Request:
The current owner of the property located at 1750 Kona Street seeks to preserve and recognize
the significance of this property by designating the property a City of Eugene Historic Landmark.
Subject Property/Location:
1750 Kona Street; Tax Lot 2600 of Assessor’s Map 17-03-33-34; on the west side of Kona Street
and north of Hendricks Park (see attached vicinity map)
Relevant Dates:
Application submitted on November 1, 2019; application deemed complete on November 6,
2019; public hearing scheduled for December 11, 2019
Lead City Staff:
Rodney Bohner, Assistant Planner, City of Eugene Planning Division, (541) 682-5437
______________________________________________________________________________
Background and Present Request
The subject building is a two-story, modern-style dwelling, located at 1750 Kona Street. The
building is situated to the easternmost edge of the .37-acre lot. The Harris House displays
some of the characteristics of the Southwest and Northwest Regional styles in its geometric
massing, minimal ornamentation, and use of natural materials.
The 1969 Robert S. Harris House was designed by local architect Robert Harris. Harris, then
head of the School of Architecture at the University of Oregon, created a modest but uniquely
designed home for his family of five that is an excellent example of the modern period and style
of the late 1960s.
The applicant is requesting that the subject property be designated as a City of Eugene Historic
Landmark. This application applies to both existing structures on the property, including the
dwelling and detached carport. For additional details of the requested City Landmark
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Designation, site characteristics and history, please refer to the written statement and other
supporting application materials, as well as the following staff evaluation and attachments. The
Harris House will be subject to Historic Alteration review and other application requirements
related to any future demolition or moving of the historic property in accordance with Eugene
Code Sections 9.8175, 9.8180, and 9.8185, should this application be approved.
Purpose of Staff Report
The Eugene Code (EC) requires City staff to prepare a written report concerning any request for
designation of a property as a City of Eugene Historic Landmark. In accordance with the Type III
land use application procedures (see EC 9.7320); the staff report is printed and available 7 days
prior to the public hearing on the request, to allow community members an opportunity to
learn more about the request and to review the staff analysis of the application. The staff
report provides only preliminary information and recommendations. The Historic Review Board
will also consider additional public testimony and any other materials presented at the public
hearing before making a decision on the application.
Referrals/Public Notice
On November 6, 2019, staff provided information concerning the application to other
appropriate City departments, public agencies, and the affected neighborhood group (Friendly
Area Neighbors). No relevant referral comments were submitted so none are incorporated into
the following evaluation of compliance with the applicable Historic Landmark designation
criteria.
City staff mailed the public hearing notice on November 6, 2019, in accordance with the
applicable code requirements of EC 9.7315. As of the date of this staff report, staff have
received no testimony. Any written testimony received after the date of this report but prior to
the public hearing will be forwarded to the Historic Review Board for consideration in making a
decision. Public testimony, written or otherwise, may also be presented at the public hearing
and submitted into the record for this application.
Staff Analysis
In accordance with EC 9.7330, the Historic Review Board is required to approve, approve with
conditions, or deny a Type III land use application. The decision must be based on, and
accompanied by, findings that explain the criteria and standards considered relevant to the
decision. It must also state the facts relied upon in rendering the decision, and explain the
justification for the decision based upon the criteria, standards, and facts set forth.
To assist the Historic Review Board in rendering a decision on this application, staff presents the
following City Historic Landmark Designation approval criteria (shown below in bold typeface)
with findings related to each, based on the evidence available as of the date of this staff report.
EC 9.8165:
Historic Landmark- Designation Approval Criteria. The historic review board shall
designate a historic resource as a historic landmark if it finds that the following
criteria are met:
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EC 9.8165(1):
Designation is consistent with applicable provisions of the Metro Plan and applicable
refinement plans.
Applicable provisions of the Metropolitan Area General Plan (Metro Plan) are addressed below.
Metro Plan – Historic Preservation Element
 Adopt and implement historic preservation policies, regulations, and incentive
programs that encourage the inventory, preservation, and restoration of
structures, landmarks, sites, and areas of cultural, historic, or archeological
significance, consistent with overall policies. (Policy 1, page III-I-2)
 Institute and support projects and programs that increase citizen and visitor
awareness of the area’s history and encourage citizen participation in and
support of programs designed to recognize and memorialize the area’s
history. (Policy 2, page III-I-2)
The subject property is zoned R-1 Low-Density Residential and is designated in the Metro Plan
for Low Density Residential uses. Establishment of the structure as a City Landmark will
facilitate preservation of the historic, residential character while conforming to the intended
land use designation. Preservation of the property will further the goals, objectives, and policies
of the Historic Preservation Element of the Metro Plan.
Furthermore, the research found in the application contributes to the body of knowledge that
the City of Eugene maintains on the history of development in Eugene and of the Fairmount
Neighborhood. Historic landmark designation helps to ensure the preservation of the Robert
Harris House and will help to increase citizen awareness of historic preservation and local
history.
While the subject property is also subject to the South Hills Study as the applicable refinement
plan for the area, there are no policies relating to the proposed historic landmark designation.
Based on the available information and findings above, this criterion is met.
EC 9.8165(2):
Designation is based on a determination of historic significance according to one or
more of the following:
(a)

Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of history.

The Harris house was built in 1969. One of several mid- to late-twentieth century residences in
the vicinity, the house itself does not appear to be representative of any particularly significant
moments or trends in architectural history. No significant events or trends have been identified
in relation to this property.
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Based on available information, the designation does not appear to meet the criterion.
(b)

Is associated with the lives of persons significant to our past.

The subject house was designed by Robert S. Harris. Harris is known locally for his role as head
of the University of Oregon’s Architecture Department (1967-1971), and later as Dean of the
School of Architecture and Allied Arts (A&AA) (1971-1981). During this time, he made
significant contributions to the architecture program and to A&AA. According to the application
materials, the house is one of the best remaining examples of Harris’ work in this region.
Furthermore, from its construction until 1981 it was occupied by the Harris family. As the Harris
family’s primary residence from 1969 to 1981, this house is the building most closely associated
with Harris during his time working in Eugene and at the University of Oregon.
Based on available information, the designation meets the criterion.
(c)

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

According to the application materials, stylistically, the Harris House displays various
characteristics of modern style, including some of the Southwest and Northwest Regional
styles’ evolution on modern design, as well as the influence of architect Louis Kahn, his
graduate school professor. The house is characterized by rectilinear forms with surfaces
generally devoid of architectural ornamentation, but with intentions to emphasize interactions
between inside and outside. Harris had also been influenced by international design of a much
earlier period that emphasized asymmetry, flat roofs, metal-sash windows set flush with the
exterior wall.
The Harris House was recognized as an exemplar of its type and era soon after its construction.
It received a Merit Award from the Southwest Oregon Chapter of the AIA in 1971 and was part
of a home tour in 1972. The house is also highlighted in the book Style and Vernacular: A Guide
to the Architecture of Lane County, Oregon.
Although the house has been altered by the necessary replacement of deteriorated original
redwood siding and aluminum sash windows, the current owner has taken great care to make
appropriate changes in consultation with the original architect, her father. The house retains a
high degree of historical integrity that allows it to clearly convey the characteristics of the
period and type.
The Harris House serves as an excellent, intact example of late-1960s modern residential
architecture designed by a well-known contributor to the architectural profession. As such, the
Robert S. Harris House is significant according to criterion (c).
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(d)

Yields, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history.

This criterion is not applicable because it is unknown if any archaeological resources exist at this
site.
EC 9.8165(3):
In addition to EC 9.8165(1) and (2) above, criteria for designation of a historic resource
that was moved, is primarily commemorative in intent, or less than fifty years of age
shall include the following considerations:
(a)

A historic resource moved from its original location or a place that has historic
significance can be eligible if it has historic architectural significance or is the
surviving property most importantly associated with a historic person or event.

The Robert S. Harris House has not been moved. Therefore, this criterion does not apply.
(b)

A historic resource that is primarily commemorative in intent can be eligible if
design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own historic
significance.

This criterion is not applicable because the Robert S. Harris House is not a commemorative
historic resource like a monument or plaque.
(c)

A historic resource achieving significance within the last fifty years can be
eligible if it is of exceptional importance.

This criterion is not applicable because the Robert S. Harris House is fifty years of age with a
construction date of 1969.
Staff Recommendation
Based on the information and materials in the record, and the findings contained in this report,
staff recommends approval of the Historic City Landmark Application for the Robert S. Harris
House (HD 19-2) because the proposal is consistent with the Metro Plan and the house meets
the significance criteria at EC 9.8165(2)(b) and (c) regarding its association with significant
persons and architectural significance.
Attachments
•
•

Attachment A: Vicinity Map
Attachment B: Application Materials

For More Information
Please contact Rodney Bohner, Assistant Planner, City of Eugene Planning Division, at:
(541) 682-5437; or by e-mail, at: rodney.t.bohner@ci.eugene.or.us
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Historic City Landmark Designation
Vicinity Map: Harris House (HD-19-2)
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ROBERT S. HARRIS HOUSE
1750 Kona Street
Architectural Description
The Robert Harris House is located at 1750 Kona Street in the Fairmount neighborhood of southeast
Eugene, just north of Hendricks Park. The two-level, 2,100-square-foot house fronts east on a .37-acre
trapezoidal lot measuring 145.84’ on the northern boundary, 123.38’ on the western boundary, 135.63’
on the southern boundary, and 120’ on the eastern street front boundary. The entirety of this tax lot
(map 17033334 tax lot 02600) is included as the nominated area.
The hilly, wooded setting includes curvilinear streets with mostly modern (mid-twentieth century and
later) residential development. The Harris House faces east onto Kona Street and the lot slopes west,
with the back (west façade) of the house facing westward overlooking the University of Oregon campus
and the city of Eugene, with views of the Coast Range beyond.
Designed by Robert S. Harris and built by contractor Gordon E. Wild in 1969, the Harris House displays
some of the characteristics of the Southwest and Northwest Regional styles in its geometric massing,
minimal ornamentation, and use of natural materials. The spare architectural surface details allow the
materials, massing, and fenestration to stand out as character-defining features of the design. Irregular
in plan, the house measures approximately 30’ by 57’ with a carport attached to the southern end. The
928-square-foot main level combines with the basement’s 981 square feet for a total of 1,909 square
feet of living space.
To address the challenges of the steep slope, the modern residence hovers above grade with each level
cascading down the slope on a poured concrete foundation system that cantilevers from the hillside,
affecting less than 200 square feet of ground surface area on the site. The house is set at a diagonal to
the street right-of-way, producing a setback of approximately 30 to 70 feet south to north, further
articulating the steep slope while providing for natural ground cover to remain wild and free beneath
and around the building, rather than orderly and restricted. Access from the street is provided on the
north and south ends of the building by a main foot bridge to the front door and porch at the north end,
and a platform driveway leading to an elevated carport at the south end. From the carport, there is
another foot bridge to a kitchen entrance, as well as stair access to a back courtyard.
The building’s massing is composed colliding square and rectangular components. Along each side of an
elongated rectangular core, a series of 11’4” and 6’8” square spaces intersect at 45 degrees, giving the
overall footprint an irregular saw-tooth or zig-zag quality, while providing a street-view appearance of a
thin, one-story box that is compatible with the twentieth-century character of this portion of the
Fairmount neighborhood.
The wood-framed walls were originally clad in two layers of old-growth redwood plywood siding that
was intended to gradually weather with time. That siding deteriorated beyond repair, and has been
replaced with steel panels that were carefully installed to respect the original design intent, and have
weathered to similar color and textural effect as that intended with the original redwood siding.
The moderately complex building plan and massing includes regular fenestration consisting of two- and
three-part fixed and sliding aluminum sash windows of varying sizes. The window openings are arranged
for cross-ventilation on the north, south, and west elevations, and display no exterior trim. The west and
south (rear) elevations display large windows with expansive glass panels as design elements indicative
of the modernist movement. In contrast, the east (front) elevation is nearly devoid of windows, apart
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from several smaller operable windows at the upstairs kitchen and entry, and the bedrooms below,
which are not visible until one is entering the house. The exterior maintains a clean, linear appearance
not only through the lack of applied ornamentation, such as window and door trim, but by the careful
installation of siding, with its seams creating balanced, almost symmetrical fields in which the window
openings are placed.
Rising from the flat roof, the 4’ saw-tooth parapet wall is a partial vertical reflection of the west-side
arrangement of geometric volumes. Visible from the Kona Street side, the saw-tooth parapet wall
provides the backdrop or framing for a series of triangular skylights placed at the inside (eastern)
corners of the parapet, through which nighttime interior lighting provides pleasing illuminated accents
to the building.
The interior of the house retains a high degree of historical integrity, as it has changed little since its
construction. “Each floor contains 11-foot-square cubes of living spaces; on the main floor, one cube
opens to the next, increasing interior light and views” (West 2013:1). The first floor plan includes the
entry, sitting room, living room, study, dining room, kitchen and breakfast area. Downstairs, the master
bedroom and dressing rooms, three sleeping alcoves for each of the family’s three children, a guest
bedroom, reading area, play area, and two bathrooms comprised the original plan. The partition wall
between two of the sleeping alcoves has been removed to form a single larger room, but the plan is
otherwise unaltered.
Throughout the interior, wall surfaces of sanded and painted gypsum board and rough-sawn redwood
plywood panels remain intact, as do the red oak floors, interior doors and trim, and kitchen cabinets. In
addition to the careful placement of large windows on the angled walls, Harris used the same roughsawn redwood siding on the interior as well as (originally) on the exterior, effectively blurring the
boundary between interior and exterior. The result is the sense of being in a tree house, cantilevered off
the slope with views into the surrounding tree canopy and beyond.
Landscape/Setting
The Harris House is situated to the easternmost edge of the .37-acre lot, with the street setback
occupied by parking and bridge access to the front door and carport. The yard surrounding the house
includes a preexisting mix of native and planted species. Large Douglas fir, spruce, bigleaf maple and
cedar trees, moderately adjusted by Harris, maintain collaboration with the general local landscape.
Alterations
Maintenance issues affected the integrity of the original redwood siding, producing rot in most of the
panels and rendering them irreparable as well as irreplaceable, since this old-growth construction
material is no longer available. The entire house was therefore re-clad with cold-rolled steel panels that
naturally age to a patina of color and general pattern similar to the original redwood. Fasteners were
concealed and trim installed at former plywood panel joints to mimic the original wall surface design. At
that time the original aluminum-framed windows and sashes were replaced with contemporary
insulated aluminum windows with sashes to match the originals in size, configuration, and location.
Other changes include foundation repairs, the addition of a window near the entry, and the installation
of a central heating system. All of these were changes made by the current owner in close consultation
with the original architect.
The only known significant interior changes have been limited to the removal of a downstairs bedroom
partition wall. This change was made by the original architect himself in the mid-1970s.
Robert S. Harris House
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Conclusion
Overall the Harris House is in excellent condition and retains its integrity of location, design, setting,
workmanship, feeling, and association. In the area of materials the building’s integrity has been
compromised by the (necessary) removal of the original redwood exterior siding and its replacement
with steel Corten panels, and (also necessary) replacement of the original aluminum-sash windows with
new aluminum sash. These replacements were undertaken with great care and in consultation with the
original architect to ensure that the visual characteristics of the building were retained, and as a result
the house continues to clearly convey its original design, style, and period of construction.
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ROBERT S. HARRIS HOUSE
1750 Kona Street
Statement of Significance
PROPERTY HISTORY
The 1969 Robert Harris House, designed by local architect Robert Harris, meets City of Eugene criteria
for listing as a Eugene City Landmark for its architectural merit, and for its association with Robert S.
Harris, architect and former Dean of the University of Oregon’s School of Architecture and Allied Arts
(now School of Design). It is one of the best remaining examples of Harris’ work in this region. The house
was designed by Harris in 1968, and constructed in 1969 by Eugene builder Gordon E. Wild.
The subject house is located in the Fairmount neighborhood of east Eugene, on the southern end of
Kona Street, a short lane that dead-ends into Hendrick’s Park. The lot appears to be isolated—outside of
any formal, named plat—and is situated immediately south of the 1964 Nuuanu Pali plat, and east of the
1962 Fairdale plat (Lane County Surveyor). Although the Fairmount neighborhood and numerous
attendant plats had been conceived in the late 1890s and early to mid-twentieth century, aerial
photographs indicate that the half-bare, west-facing hillside on which the Harris house is located was
sparsely developed well into the mid-1930s. Nearly all of the immediately surrounding properties were
constructed in the post-World War II years; houses on the east side of Kona Street date from the 1940s
through 1960, and those on the west side are ten to fifteen years later, with the Harris house among the
earliest on that side of the street.
In 1969, Robert S. Harris, then head of the School of Architecture at the University of Oregon, created a
modest but uniquely designed home for his family of five that is an excellent example of the modern
period and style of the late 1960s. Illustrating elements of Southwest and Northwest Regional styles, the
Robert S. Harris House combines modern ideas about the integration of buildings into the natural
landscape with the more formal expression of architectural modernism.
When Harris took a job at the University of Southern California in 1981, the family sold the house to
Richard and Hilda Young, who owned and occupied the property until 2011 when it was purchased by
Robert Harris’ daughter Janet.
Architect Robert Sidney Harris
Robert Sidney Harris was born in 1935 in El Paso, Texas. He did his undergraduate work at Rice
University where he was a Hohenthal Scholar graduating in 1957 with a Bachelor of Architecture degree,
and went on to receive his Master of Fine Arts Degree in Architecture from Princeton University, where
he was a Lowell Palmer Fellow, in 1960 (Portland Oregonian, 10/2/1967; Harris, “Career”). Harris was an
Associate Professor of Architecture and Planning at the University of Texas, Austin from 1960 to 1967.
He became a member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 1964 and was engaged in private
practice in Austin from 1964 to 1967 before relocating to Oregon (AIA 1970:380; Clark 1985:53; Harris,
“Career”).
Harris was hired by the University of Oregon as head of the Architecture Department in 1967, and
subsequently served as Dean of the Department of Architecture and Allied Arts (A&AA) from 1971 until
1981. During that time, he was invested in cultivating the nexus between the arts and architecture,
expanding the school’s curriculum by encouraging faculty to develop experimental courses and engage
Robert S. Harris House
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in research, increasing the programs’ national and international recognition, and he helped “recruit
strong faculty to the School [...] with ties to the office of Louis Kahn” (Clark 1985:60). Along with several
members of the faculty, Harris was instrumental in the founding of the UO’s Historic Preservation
program in 1980, the first on the West Coast.
In addition to leading A&AA, from 1967 to 1981 Harris served on the then-newly formed UO Campus
Planning Committee, which was established to oversee the campus planning process that was outlined
in Christopher Alexander’s The Oregon Experiment (Finrow 1985:8; Harris 2008:17-19). He served on the
Faculty Senate between 1968 and 1974, taking the role of Vice-chairman in 1973-1974 (Harris 2008:1719). Off campus, he served on the Oregon Capitol Planning Commission for five years, from 1968 to
1973, and was the Director of the National Architectural Accrediting Board from 1976-1980 (Harris
2008:17-19).
Harris engaged in architectural professional work Eugene with the firm “Threshold, A Group of
Architects, P.C.” in which he was a partner with Jerry Finrow, David Edrington, John Meadows, and
David Winitzki. He later worked in partnership with Jerry Finrow at Finrow and Harris, Architects. Both
firms were forward-looking in their design approach and in client involvement. In addition to his own
home, Robert Harris designed several other single-family residences as well as multi-family
developments in Eugene including: the Hildebrand residence on Willowdale Drive, Abbie Lane housing
on Abbie Lane, and housing at 17th and Olive, among others (Harris 2008:17-19; Janet Harris).
Although engaged in architectural design outside his role as University faculty, it could be said that
Harris’ greatest contributions were in academia and his successful efforts to grow and improve the UO’s
School of Architecture and Allied Arts.
Any analysis of Bob Harris’s impact on the School of Architecture & Allied Arts must
begin with the understanding that Harris was a complex man, whose presence
dominated the Department for nearly 13 years. He was an activist, a man with an
agenda, much of which was motivated by an overriding desire to improve the School. He
made many friends, some adversaries; but the adversaries tended to agree that, despite
personal disagreements, his impact on the School had been positive (Clark 1985:83).
In 1981 Harris moved with his family to southern California where he had accepted a position as Dean of
the School of Architecture at the University of Southern California. According to the USC Architecture
Faculty webpage, Harris “...served as Dean of the USC School of Architecture from 1981-1992, and since
1992, as Director of the USC Graduate Programs in Architecture and as Director of Graduate Landscape
Architecture Studies. [He] has been President of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture
and was one of the first five educators in the United States to be named Distinguished Professor by the
ACSA” (USC Architecture Faculty).
The Harris House Design
Stylistically, the Harris House displays various characteristics of modern style, including some of the
Southwest and Northwest Regional styles’ evolution of modern design, as well as the influence of Louis
Kahn, his graduate school professor. The house is characterized by rectilinear forms with surfaces
generally devoid of architectural ornamentation, but with intentions to emphasize interactions between
inside and outside. Harris had also been influenced by international design of a much earlier period that
emphasized asymmetry, flat roofs, metal-sash windows set flush with the exterior wall, and
“...unornamented wall surfaces with no decorative detailing at doors or windows” (McAlester
1984:469).
Robert S. Harris House
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The Northwest Regional style shares some of the characteristics of the International style, but diverges
in the choice of materials, roof shape, and ultimate overall appearance (Clark 1983:215). In the postWorld War II years, modern house designs began to challenge some of the antiquated conventions
about how one was to live at home. A reconnection to the natural landscape, coupled with more interior
openness–light and air and clear views–were awakening modern notions of “home” that today are
widely accepted. In the Pacific Northwest, architects such as John Yeon and Pietro Belluschi promoted
the use of some of these elements, while making abundant use of locally available materials, which were
showcased in their airy, open-plan designs. Elements of the Northwest Regional style include oftenasymmetrical forms, wood frame construction and siding, open floor plans, and “generous use of
windows and a low-slung silhouette that aimed to integrate the buildings with their environment”
(Engeman 2005). The Northwest Regional style was often utilized in residential construction and was a
hallmark of Pacific Northwest architects such as John Yeon, Pietro Belluschi, and others.
Elements of both styles are evident in the Harris House design, which is unique. On the Harris House, the
colliding, modular, geometric form of the building contains a modest but modern interior well-designed
for the site and for the needs of the family within. Responsiveness to site characteristics and to the
needs of the occupants were typical of Harris’ designs as influenced by his time at Oregon.
Nestled into a rugged and very steep hilltop lush with diverse fir and oak canopy, and perched just
above a university campus neighborhood near a bend in the Willamette River, the Harris House
simultaneously creates privacy for its occupants while opening itself up to inspiring views of the
surrounding natural landscape. The architecture was envisioned as a place to embrace the land in a way
that enriches the connection between indoors and outdoors.
The Harris House displays these stylistic characteristics through its careful siting on a challenging sloped,
wooded lot; the readily visible structural character of the cantilevered concrete foundation system;
angular lines, flat roof, and modular, cube-like forms; the tree-house-like sense provided by the foot
bridge from street to house; and an abundance of windows that provide visual connection between
inside and outside. The original redwood panel siding was a key character-defining element.
Unfortunately its deterioration required replacement, and the material is no longer available
necessitating the use of a new material (steel panels) that mimic the appearance and texture of the
original siding.
The Harris House was recognized as an exemplar of its type and era soon after its construction. It
received a Merit Award from the Southwest Oregon Chapter of the AIA in 1971, and was part of a home
tour in 1972 (Harris 2008:17-19; Eugene Register Guard, 2013). A local newspaper article reporting on
that tour described the house:
...the informal contemporary home designed by Robert S. Harris, dean of the school of
architecture and allied arts at the university, well suits the needs of the five members of
the Harris family. The 2½-year-old home was built with a minimum of disturbance to the
hillside and large windows in every room appear to bring the natural woods growth
right into the room and also afford balanced outdoor light throughout the house
(Eugene Register Guard, 2/2/1972).
The house is also highlighted in the book Style and Vernacular: A Guide to the Architecture of Lane
County, Oregon, with the following chapter introduction:
Each house in this collection is a custom design of highly individual appearance, yet all
share a common basis in the design process. Particular attention has been given to the
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special demands and opportunities of its site and to organizing the spaces of the house
around the individual needs and lifestyle of the family for whom it was designed. Still,
its outward expression—the sum of its form, materials and detail—is the distinctive
product of the architect’s concept, carried out with unity and consistency (American
Institute of Architects 1983:65).
Harris as an architect and professor realized the significance of learning from the past, caring
about issues and opportunities of the present, considering how projects influence evolutions of
places and projects during the passage of time
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ANALYSIS OF PROPERTY SIGNIFICANCE
The Robert S. Harris House meets City of Eugene City Landmark criteria as described below.
Association with Events
No significant events or trends have been identified in relation to this particular, relatively small
property, and it does not appear to be significant under 9.8165(2)(a) for association “...with events that
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history.”
The Harris house was built in 1969. One of several mid- to late-twentieth century residences in the
vicinity, the house itself does not appear to be representative of any particularly significant moments or
trends in architectural history. The surrounding Fairmount neighborhood, as well as Hendrick’s Park,
was already well-established at the time of the Harris House’s construction.
Association with Significant People
The subject property meets City of Eugene code 9.8165(2)(b) as a property significant for associations
“...with the lives of persons significant to our past.” Robert S. Harris is known locally for his role as head
of the University of Oregon’s Architecture Department (1967-1971), and later as Dean of the School of
Architecture and Allied Arts (1971-1981). During this time he made significant contributions to the
architecture program and to A&AA.
Harris was named head of the University of Oregon Architecture Department in 1967, and subsequently
served as Dean of the School of Architecture and Allied Arts from 1971 until 1981. During that time, he
was invested in cultivating a stronger nexus between the arts and architecture, expanding curriculum
and encouraging faculty to develop experimental courses and engage in research, increasing the
school’s national and international recognition, and he helped “recruit strong faculty to the School [...]
with ties to the office of Louis Kahn” (Clark 1985:60). Along with faculty from the departments of
Architecture and Art History, Harris was instrumental in the founding of the University of Oregon’s
Historic Preservation Program, the first on the West Coast, in 1980.
In addition to leading A&AA, from 1967 to 1981 Harris served on the then-newly formed UO Campus
Planning Committee, which was established to oversee the campus planning process that was outlined
in Christopher Alexander’s The Oregon Experiment (Finrow 1985:8; Harris 2008:17-19). He served on the
Faculty Senate between 1968 and 1974, taking the role of Vice-chairman in 1973-1974 (Harris 2008:1719). Off campus, he served on the Oregon Capitol Planning Commission for five years, from 1968 to
1973, and was the Director of the National Architectural Accrediting Board from 1976-1980 (Harris
2008:17-19).
The subject house was designed by Harris and built in 1969, and from its construction until 1981 it was
occupied by the Harris family. As the Harris family’s primary residence from 1969 to 1981, this house is
the building most closely associated with Harris during his time working in Eugene and at the University
of Oregon.
Architectural Significance
The Robert S. House is also significant under City of Eugene code 9.8165(2)(c) as it “...embodies the
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction...” The house is an excellent
example of its period, and was recognized as such in the years following its completion. In 1971 it
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received a Merit Award from the Southwest Oregon Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and
it was included in a 1972 home tour of homes sponsored by the American Association of University
Women (Harris 2008:19; West 2013:1; McHolick 1972). Further, the house is highlighted in the book
Style and Vernacular: A Guide to the Architecture of Lane County, Oregon (American Institute of
Architects 1983:65).
The Robert S. Harris House is a late 1960s urban design displaying various modern stylistic influences.
The house is unique, and was designed specifically to fit this challenging sloped site and the needs of the
Harris family, but it does display some characteristics of both the International and Northwest Regional
styles in its form, massing, use of materials, and responsiveness to the natural environment in which it is
situated.
Although the house has been altered by the necessary replacement of deteriorated original redwood
siding and aluminum sash windows, the current owner has taken great care to make appropriate
changes in consultation with the original architect, her father. The house retains a high degree of
historical integrity that allows it to clearly convey the characteristics of the period and type.
According to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) online database and City of Eugene data, only
one other single-family residence built in this period (1965-1975) has been identified through historic
resource survey efforts to date. That building is located at 296 Blair Boulevard (now 298 Blair), is now in
commercial use, and has been significantly altered since its 1968 construction. Because the Harris House
has just reached the customary fifty-year age threshold for consideration as a historic property, the fact
that there are few identified comparable residential properties is not unexpected.
At the time of the construction of this house, Robert S. Harris was a practicing architect as well as faculty
at the University of Oregon. There are few known examples of his architecture in Eugene, and as noted,
none that has been identified in the State Historic Preservation Office “Oregon Historic Sites Database,”
and the state of their historical integrity is currently unknown. Harris’ known designs in Eugene include:
Property Name / Address

Date

Source of Info

Robert S. Harris House

1969

Owner

Eugene Designs
Hildebrand Residence, 87205 Willowdale Dr (?)
Hill Residence (address unknown), Eugene
th
th
17 & Olive Housing, 65 W 17 Avenue, Eugene
Abbie Lane...Housing, 1011 Abbie Lane, Eugene
Champignon Planned Unit Development, Eugene

1979
pre-1981
1980
1980
pre-1981

Owner/architect
Architect
Owner/architect
Owner/architect
Architect

Other Oregon Designs
Demonstration House, Springfield, Ore.
Robinson Residence, Coquille, Ore.
Winitzky Residence, Prineville, Ore.
St. Helens Senior Center, St. Helens, Ore.

pre-1981
pre-1981
pre-1981
pre-1981

Architect
Architect
Architect
Architect

Harris also designed several buildings in Texas before his time in Eugene, as well as projects in southern
California after the family relocated in 1981.
Recognized at the time of its construction as a noteworthy example of modern architecture, the building
continues to convey its architectural significance today. Its degree of historical integrity in all areas,
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particularly in design, allows the Harris House to remain an excellent example of late-1960s modern
residential architecture designed by a well-known contributor to the architectural profession.
Potential to Yield Information
Under 9.8165(2)(d), the Robert S. Harris House property does not appear to have any significant
potential to “...yield information important to prehistory or history” and therefore does not meet this
criterion. It should be noted, however, that no archaeological investigation has taken place on the
property.

Conclusion
The Robert S. Harris House meets City of Eugene Landmark criteria 9.8165(2)(b) for association with
architect Robert S. Harris, and 9.8165(2)(c) for its architectural merit as a building that embodies the
distinctive characteristics of its type and period of construction. The house retains integrity of location,
design, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. In the area of materials it has been altered by
the replacement of the deteriorated original siding and windows, but replacement materials match the
original in application, color, texture, and/or configuration, and as a result the changes have not
significantly impacted the building’s appearance. It continues to effectively convey its original design
and is an excellent example of its period.
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
1750 Kona Street
Eugene, Lane County, Oregon
0.37 acres
Township 17 South Range 3 West Section 34
Tax map and lot number 1700333402600
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SITE PLAN
1750 Kona Street
Eugene, Lane County, Oregon
Tax map and lot number 1700333402600
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Figure 1. USGS topographic map with approximate location of the Robert S. Harris House indicated.

Figure 2. Tax map for 1703333402600, with location of 1750 Kona Street indicated with star.
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Harris House

Figure 3. Current aerial photograph with location of Harris House indicated. Courtesy Google.

Figure 4. Current aerial photograph with location of Harris House indicated. Courtesy Google.
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Figure 5. Google Street view, view looking north-northwest showing carport at left. September 2008.

Figure 6. Google street view, view looking west from Kona Street. August 2011.
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Figure 7. 1936 aerial photograph with eventual location of Harris House indicated.

Figure 8. 1925-1962 Sanborn Fire Insurance map showing approximate location of Harris House.
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Figure 9. Front (east) elevation from Kona Street, looking west. Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.

Figure 10. South and west side elevations from back yard, looking north/northeast.
Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.
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Figure 11. Southern faces of rear (west) side of house, looking north.
“Common” living spaces above, bedrooms below. Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.

Figure 12 . View of carport, looking west.
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Figure 13. Main floor, looking southeast from entry toward dining room and kitchen.
Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.

Figure 14. Main floor, view of kitchen, including original circular island. Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.
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Figure 15. Main floor, looking northwest from entry toward sitting area/living room.
Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.

Figure 16. Main floor, sitting area/living room. Courtesy Eugene Register-Guard.
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Figure 17. Robert S. Harris House under construction, 1969. View looking west from Kona Street.
Courtesy Janet Harris.

Figure 18. Robert S. Harris House under construction, 1969. View looking west from parking area along Kona
Street. Courtesy Janet Harris.
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Figure 19. Robert S. Harris House under construction, 1969. View looking north from carport.
Courtesy Janet Harris.

Figure 20. Robert S. Harris House 1969-1971. View of retaining wall between house (left) and parking area (right).
Courtesy Janet Harris.
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Figure 21. Robert S. Harris House dining room, 1970. Courtesy Janet Harris.

Figure 22. Robert S. Harris House living room, 1970. Courtesy Janet Harris.
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Figure 23. Robert S. Harris House kitchen, 1970. Courtesy Janet Harris.
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