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From the Director
April brought a change of leadership to the Public Works Maintenance
Division as we said thank you to Michelle Cahill for her outstanding
leadership and years of service, and welcomed Scott Milovich as the
new PWM Division Manager.
Scott has been with Eugene Public Works for the last 16 years. He has
worked in Engineering as a landscape architect/project manager on one of
the design teams, served as the Deputy Director of Maintenance and Operations at the Airport, and is currently the Parks and Open Space Operations Manager. Prior to his career at
the City, Scott worked for a number of companies in the private sector and the Salt Lake City
Airport Authority.
Scott is known for being a great leader and someone who is people and team oriented
while also having a strong technical background. When asked, his references talked about
his approachability, communication, integrity and inclusive decision making. Almost every
sentence started with “Scott’s great” and went on from there. He’s passionate about Public
Works and Eugene and is super excited to join your awesome team.

Maintenance
Division Director Changes
Scott Milovich

The new Maintenance Division Director, Scott Milovich, began his adventure effective April 15.
Scott brings a wealth of knowledge and leadership skills to the position. His 16 years of Eugene
experience includes not only the Operations Manager in Parks and Open Space, but also in Engineering designing and managing capital projects and at the Eugene Airport as the Deputy Airport
Director for Operations and Maintenance.
Michelle Cahill ended her thirty year career in Public Works in April. The adventure not only

Michelle Cahill

allowed her to be at the yard as the acting-in-capacity maintenance director since June of 2016,
but also the Wastewater Division Director, team leader for the Eastern water resources and River
Road/Santa Clara sewer team and a Civil Engineer Project Manager in Engineering. While the work
includes the honor to serve the community, it is the many wonderful City of Eugene employees that
make the adventure the heartwarming work it is. Michelle wishes you well and thanks you for the
service you do so well for the community. Retirement send-off photos are available at
\\cesrv800\public\Brian Richardson\Images\Random\Cahill Retirement Party.

Seasonal Staffing at PWM

There are several Maintenance crews that bring on seasonal staffing during the spring and
summer months and this year is no exception. Surface Technical will be hiring two seasonal employees to inspect the condition of the streets (approximately a six-month duration). Inspections
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involve collecting street condition data and entering it into “Field Inspector,” a specialized
application that is installed on tablets and integrates with “Paver,” our pavement management
system. On average the inspectors walk five to seven miles a day. The typical condition data collected includes traverse and longitudinal cracking, alligator cracking, potholes, patch conditions,
and pavement surface wear.
Traffic maintenance staff have two seasonal staffers hired at the end of April who will be mainly
focusing on graffiti abatement and our yellow curb program. The plan is to hire two to three more
in May for our marking program and one by July 1 as a follow-truck driver for our longline truck.

Administration
Stephanie Scafa recently joined Public Works Administration as the 2021 Project Lead to orga-
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nize City of Eugene legacy projects and communications leading up to the 2021 World Track and
Field Championships happening in Eugene. She is very excited about this work, and is anticipated
to be in Public Works in this AIC assignment for six to nine months before handing off the position
to the next lucky recipient. Stephanie has worked for the City of Eugene for six years and comes
from the Planning and Development Department’s Waste Prevention and Green Building program where she served as program manager for the past two-and-a-half years (and an analyst on
the team prior to that). In her free time you can find her gardening in her front yard, explaining
Eugene’s waste reduction programs to various residents and community groups, and hanging out
with her dog/best friend Juni. She would love to hear from anyone that has ideas related to 2021
and the future of our organization, so please always feel free to reach out!

Engineering
Bike Share is For You!
The newest transportation option for Eugeneans has launched! The new bike share system
is ready to roll around campus, downtown, and
the Whiteaker neighborhood. Even better, as
a City of Eugene employee you get a free year
membership! Use the bikes to supplement how
you get around. Have a meeting near the University? Take a bike. Want to grab lunch in the Whit? Take a bike. Drive in for work? Park outside
of downtown and take a bike.
To register for the City of Eugene PeaceHealth Rides staff benefit please follow these six steps:
1. Log onto this special City of Eugene Registration webpage.
2. Use your City of Eugene e-mail address (staff.x.member@ci.eugene.or.us) to register.
		
You will also create a password, pin and enter your phone number at this step.
3. Read and agree to the Rental Agreement and Liability Waiver.
4. Enter the promo code Eug18 (this will reduce the $180 annual membership to $0).
5. Use a personal credit card to finalize membership (Auto-renewal is set to “OFF”, we
		
recommend keeping it that way).
6. Check your inbox and confirm your email address.
If you’d like to learn more about riding safely, you can pick up a Eugene-Springfield bicycle
map and resource guide located in the elevator lobby of Engineering at the Wells Fargo Building (4th floor near the stairs), learn about bike safety at bikeleague.org/ridesmart, or contact
shane.a.macrhodes@ci.eugene.or.us to find out more about classes and tips.
continued
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PWE Successfully Completes FHWA Review of Projects
The City of Eugene is in a unique position of being certified by the Oregon Department of Transportation to deliver federally-funded transportation projects. The certification is a federally-authorized program based on the Engineering division having established procedures and qualifications to ensure compliance with all federal laws and rules for federal-aid transportation projects.
Eugene is one of three local agencies in the State fully certified in all areas of project delivery.
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) selects local agencies each year to review their
certification programs and project delivery, and this year it was Eugene’s turn. The FHWA and
ODOT representatives were in Eugene in late March and scheduled two days to go through the
program. Because of our excellent program, we completed the review in a single day with several
remarks being made about what a model program we have in Eugene.
The projects reviewed took place in federal fiscal year 2016 and 2017. Kudos to the project managers who oversaw all the work and documentation of these projects—Patrick Cox, Lisa Jeffryes,
Katie Marwitz and Bryan Root. Delivering these projects is a team effort, great job to all of the
Darwin and East project team members!
This year’s federally funded projects include Jessen Path, currently under construction, and the
Amazon Active Corridor project, in construction later this summer. Upcoming federally funded
projects include South Willamette enhancement, 13th Avenue protected bikeway, High Street protected bikeway, signal enhancements, Roosevelt/OR 99 path connector, and more.
For more information on the City’s delivery of federally-funded transportation projects and the
ODOT certification program, contact Jenifer Willer, principal civil engineer, at jenifer.m.willer@
ci.eugene.or.us.

Engineering Staff News

Kellie Harrison

Jennifer Carrell

Miranda Menard
Hannu

Congratulations to Kellie Harrison who recently joined the Engineering administrative services
team as a limited duration Administrative Specialist. Kellie comes to us from Utah, is married and
has three children. She has an extensive background in public service, loves restoring and modifying cars with her husband and refers to herself as a true “gear head.” She spends as much time
as she can exploring and vacationing with her family and loves the outdoors. She competes in
Cowboy Action Shooting and loves to go to Ducks baseball and football games. Welcome Kellie!
Engineering’s information team welcomes Jennifer Carrell. She is excited to be the newest
member on the mapping and data team as a Geographic Information Technician 2. Jennifer loves
making maps and working with geographic data. Prior to moving to Eugene, she worked for 13
years as a GIS specialist and cartographer for the Illinois State Geological Survey. Jennifer grew
up in Portland, Oregon and earned a bachelor’s degree in geology and environmental studies from
Cornell College in Iowa. After serving in Americorps, she studied geography at Oregon State University, where she focused on geographic techniques (GIS, cartography, and remote sensing).
Outside of work, Jennifer enjoys being outdoors hiking, running, and cycling. She is just getting
into bike touring and hopes to do more of it this summer. Jennifer says she is looking forward to
exploring all the natural areas, parks, and trails around Eugene and would love to hear about your
favorite spots and recommendations.
Miranda Menard Hannu joins the Engineering Division as an intern on the transportation
team. She is currently a senior at the University of Oregon, studying planning and environmental studies. While employed by the City, Miranda will be working on outreach for the High Street
bike lane project. For fun, she enjoys traveling and architecture, and “never says no to trying a
new restaurant.” She is excited to be here and looks forward to working for the City and with the
transportation team.
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Parks & Open Space
Safety Training for Parks Staff
As part of our ongoing efforts to increase staff
safety and preparedness, Parks and Open Space
employees participated in trainings this month to
bolster their self-defense, crisis management and
de-escalation skills.
At US Taekwondo College, 25 employees from
Parks and Open Space joined staff throughout the City in a pilot self-defense class. The training
focused on building confidence, recognizing and avoiding unsafe situations, and actions to take if
someone grabs you. The staff who participated in the interactive training found it very valuable.
Cahoots hosted two on-site training sessions to share the tools they use during crisis intervention. They covered a wide variety of topics including: interpersonal skills during a crisis,
nonverbal communication, self as an intervention tool, scene safety and their basic model for
intervention. Parks and Open Space and Maintenance employees were able to ask questions
and run through everyday scenarios that they face while out in the field.

Eugene Outdoors 2017 Year in Review

You could climb Mount Everest twice and still not cover the amount of
trail that volunteers maintained last year. The amount of debris they
removed from parks would overflow 14 garbage trucks and it would take
more than 10,500 wheelbarrows to hold all the weeds. In total, volunteers
contributed 20,643 hours at 588 events in 105 locations throughout the
Parks and Open Space system in 2017, a gift to our community valued at
$498,322.
These and other little known stats are captured in Parks and Open
Space’s Eugene Outdoors 2017 Year in Review. Visit bit.ly/outdoors2017
to read some of the highlights, accomplishments and stories that shaped the past year, and get a
peek at goals for the year ahead.

Spencer Butte Summit
Photo Wins Contest

American Trails has selected our
photo of Spencer Butte summit,
part of the Ridgeline Trail, as
the winner of the 2017 National
Recreation Trails Photo Contest
in the category, “Health and
Fitness.” Hundreds of photos
were submitted from across the
country showcasing the beauty,
diversity and users of National
Recreation Trails.
American Trails is a national
nonprofit organization working
on behalf of all trail interests. Its website, www.americantrails.org, is one of the world’s most
comprehensive online sources for planning, building, designing, funding, managing, enhancing,
and supporting trails, greenways, and blueways.
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Airport
Ben Kiesse has been selected as the successful applicant to fill the vacant landside/airside

vacancy. Ben brings with him skills and experiences that will be beneficial to our maintenance
program including; metal fabrication, millwright experience and landscaping experiences.

Airport Economy Lot Opens

The Eugene Airport converted the overflow parking lot into an economy lot on April 1. The
airport has experienced significant growth in passenger traffic and that growth has driven the
need for additional public parking options.
The parking lot is operated 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and provides a free shuttle to and
from the airport terminal.
Short-term prices will remain the same. Long-term prices are $2.50 per hour, $12.00 per day,
$72.00 per week. Economy lot prices are $2.50 per hour, $10.00 per day, $60.00 per week.

Wastewater
Biocycle Farm Management Unit 2 Replanting Project

Dan Hill			

Typically, goods and services are
procured through a competitive bidding
process to ensure prudent use of public
funds. An approved variation is to use
cooperative purchasing agreements
which allow governments to select
from pre-vetted industry partners for
products and services, which result in
reduced contract administration costs and savings through aggregate demand.
On April 20, the Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission (MWMC) received two
bids to replant poplar trees on 122 acres of Management Unit 2 (MU2) on the Biocycle Farm. One
of the bids was from Northwest Youth Corps, a non-profit Youth Development Organization (YDO)
that has a cooperative procurement agreement with Oregon for the required services. Upon
approval at the May 11 MWMC meeting, the contract will be awarded to Northwest Youth Corps.

State of Oregon Wastewater Treatment Certification

Brandon Johnson

Vanessa Jordan

Oregon law requires wastewater systems to be under responsible control and direction of trained
and certified operators to ensure the systems are managed in a manner that fully protects public
health and the environment. The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) administers the
certification program.

Wastewater Staff Certifications
Congratulations are in order to a few Wastewater division individuals who recently passed higher
treatment certifications. Dan Hill and Brandon Johnson both passed the Grade IV treatment certification, and Vanessa Jordan passed her Grade III treatment certification. Dan and Vanessa have
worked at the City for three years, and Brandon for four, all as Wastewater Technician II’s. Dan
and Brandon are located at the Water Pollution Control Facility while Vanessa is at the Regional
Biosolids Management Facility. Congratulations and well done!
continued
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Trail Smith Promoted to Facilities
Maintenance Supervisor
Trail Smith has accepted the position of Facilities Maintenance

Supervisor for the Wastewater Division. Trail has been with the
Division since 2011 and for the last four years he has held the position of Tech 3 Lead at the Biosolids Management Facility. Trail’s past
experience has allowed him to work and interact with the facilities
maintenance staff which will be valuable as he transitions into his
new role as Facilities Supervisor.

Trail Smith

Ed Napper Completes Training Hours for Electrical Licensing
Ed Napper, building maintenance worker with Facilities Management, completed an 18-month

Ed Napper

temporary assignment in wastewater electrical maintenance. The assignment enabled Ed to
gain certain electrical maintenance experience required for the Limited Electrical Maintenance
apprenticeship program. The experience qualifies Ed to take the Oregon State Limited Electrical
License test which upon passing will enable him to better serve Facilities Management. We wish
Ed the best on his upcoming test and thank him for the all the work he completed during his time
in the Wastewater division.

Protection of Wildlife

As part of our Environmental Management System, we perform our work in a manner to minimize
our impact on wildlife. An established wildlife policy provides guidance and outlines measures
for wildlife protection. For example, barriers have been installed to keep ducks from bringing
their ducklings into aeration basins and other process tanks where
they would otherwise be trapped and perish. Staff also watch for
bird nesting sites and, if there are any in high-risk areas, the nests
are marked clearly to ensure they are not disturbed. This is especially important for the Killdeer which commonly nest in exposed
gravel areas adjacent to roadways and parking areas.
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