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Wastewater
Staff ‘Get Outdoors’ at Green Island
Wastewater Division staff participated in McKenzie River
Trust’s (MRT) Get Outdoors Day at Green Island located at
the confluence of the McKenzie and Willamette rivers. Staff
hosted the Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission’s (MWMC) booth at the event. The booth’s main message
this year was that we are all connected to the same watershed—what we dispose of in the wastewater system and into our regional wastewater plant could end up in the same watershed that
MRT is working to restore.
At the event, wastewater staff provided information about the Eugene-Springfield Water Pollution Control Facility, the Biosolids Management Facility, and the Biocycle Farm. In addition, there
was information for visitors about what not to flush down the toilet and a wastewater-themed
cornhole game encouraging kids and adults to toss poo shaped bean bags competitively. In addition to the MWMC booth activity, Get Outdoors Day offered other informational booths, tours, and
food vendors for the visiting public.
The Green Island property is owned by MRT and volunteers are working to protect and restore
this ecologically diverse habitat. For most of the year the property is closed to visitors, but once
each year MRT opens Green Island to the public to provide educational information on the diverse,
historic habitat types that exist there and showcase the restoration work that MRT is doing.

Owl Rescue at Biocycle Farm

An owl was rescued from one of the facultative sludge
lagoons at the Biosolids Management Facility by Wastewater Technician Vanessa Jordan. Small birds such as
killdeer often like to hunt bugs on the lagoons, and the
owl may have been hunting one when she got stuck. After
retrieving her with a net and rinsing her off, staff brought
the bird to the Cascade Raptor Center to be examined.
The owl was very tired but in good health, and after some
fluids and rest she was bathed to remove the remaining
solids. The owl, a female Great Horned Owl, was released
back to her home at the Biocycle Farm. She is often seen
with her mate on the Farm in the winter where they likely have a nest. Many thanks to
the staff at the Cascade Raptor Center for cleaning her up and bringing her back.
continued…
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Wastewater Staff Updates
Matt Green has been promoted to lead operator for plant operations. Matt has nine years of expe-

Matt Green

rience at the plant, building on his tenure that started as an operator in Stayton, Oregon. Matt is a
graduate from Linn-Benton Community College, and holds a State of Oregon Grade IV Operator’s
Certificate. He is the father of twin boys, and his ability to handle these two energetic youngsters
speaks well for Matt’s level-headed competence.
Josh Tergesen is plant operations’ newest cooperative work experience student from Linn-Ben-

ton Community College (LBCC). Josh has just completed his first year in LBCC’s Water Environment Technology program. He will be spending his summer learning and assisting with plant operations. Josh is a resident of Eugene and native Oregonian. Josh’s interest in water quality started
when he took an environmental science program at South Eugene High School.

Maintenance
Josh Tergesen

Roosevelt Yard On-Call Supervisors
After-hour and emergency response to Public Works type events are covered 24/7 thanks in part
to the 12 dedicated supervisors and managers assigned to carry the Roosevelt Yard on-call supervisor emergency phone. Staff assigned to this duty receive no additional benefits, but are dedicated to responding to hundreds of after-hour emergency calls annually. Each of the on-call supervisors from both the Maintenance and Parks and Open Space divisions are on duty for an entire
month each year. During this time they are responsible to receive and triage calls, and dispatch
staff and/or respond as needed.
Most calls come from the City’s 911 Communication Center. Typical calls include emergency
sweeper requests to assist at vehicle accidents, missing catch basin grates, regulatory sign repair,
road hazards, hazardous spills, park-related issues, weather-related emergencies, and other hazards needing immediate attention.
In addition to their assigned month, on-call supervisors are also available as a back up to the
on-call system. If situations occur beyond what a single on-call supervisor can manage, additional
on-call supervisors are available to respond and lend support. Emergency situations occur often
during non-office hours—including weekends and holidays—and for that reason having an oncall system is crucial in responding to community safety needs.

Stormwater Maintenance After Hours
The stormwater
team below works
through the night
keeping Eugene
clean and safe.

Maintenance staff help keep the city running and the community safe after hours. While most
staff work a traditional day shift the stormwater maintenance team staffs non-traditional shifts
performing street sweeping and responding to after-hour service calls. Swing shift staff work
from 2:30 to 11:00 p.m. and night shift staff work from 10:30 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., sweeping arterial
and collector streets, industrial areas, the airport, alleys, and bike paths. Sweeping these areas
during these two shifts is safer due to less traffic, is more efficient and
helps meet sweeping frequencies outlined in the City’s stormwater
permit. Sweeper operators also respond to daily emergencies such as
vehicle accidents, missing or damaged regulatory signs and hazardous
potholes. In addition they are typically our first responders to
weather-related events, addressing flooding, snow and ice and other
weather-related issues. These shifts and staff are a valuable resource to
the organization and community, and without them response to emergency after-hour calls would be delayed and require callback by our
day shift staff.
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Engineering
Staff News

Ryan Essler

Peter Borkdokoff

Congratulations to Ryan Essler as he recently accepted a Civil Engineer project manager position
on the Darwin Design and Construction Team. Ryan grew up in Garrison, North Dakota and enjoys traveling around the Pacific Northwest with his wife, Kim. He graduated from North Dakota
State University with a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering and has previously worked in the
engineering department for the City of Grand Forks. Ryan moved to Oregon and has been working
for the City of Eugene for almost two years.
Peter Bordokoff recently accepted the position of Geographic Information Technician 2 on PWE’s

Mapping and Data (MAD) Team. You may already know him because he has been working as a
temporary GIS Tech on the Team since last December.
Peter was born in San Diego, but moved to Portland in his early 20s where he received Bachelor’s Degrees in Geography and Russian at Portland State University (PSU). His passion for geography was heavily influenced by fieldwork he did in Alaska and Nepal while at PSU. Peter continued his education at the University of Montana where he earned a Master’s Degree in Geography.
As part of his master’s program, Peter was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to research climate
change and public health in the Republic of Georgia (eastern shore of the Black Sea). While earning his degrees, Peter held a variety of interesting jobs including chef, Red Cross volunteer and
campus parking enforcement officer.
Peter has lived in Eugene for only a year, but enjoys the cool climate and diverse lifestyle. He
currently spends his free time on outdoor adventures, cooking new foods, and discovering new
music. At work Peter likes the technical aspects of GIS and is especially interested in learning
more programming.
Drop by the 4th floor of the Wells Fargo building and introduce yourself to Peter.
Transportation Planning Welcomes Two Interns for SmartTrips Program

Sophie McGinley is a recent graduate from the University of Oregon’s Planning, Public Policy, and

Sophie McGinley

Management program and one of the new SmartTrips interns. This summer, she will be delivering
SmartTrips materials to West Eugene residents, promoting Eugene Sunday Streets, and mastering
the art of steering cargo bikes. She is originally from Richmond, Virginia but couldn’t resist the
call of Oregon’s mountains, bike lanes, and locally-roasted coffee.
Sophie is passionate about transportation and land use planning and, in the last year, served on
the board of directors for Better Eugene-Springfield Transportation, interned with City of Springfield Transportation Planning and City of Eugene Urban Design, and coordinated the speaker
series for the university’s transportation and livability student group, LiveMove. When she’s not
at work she’s reading, curating Spotify playlists, hiking, riding bikes, traveling, and making art.

Leslie Thomas-Lisk is very excited to be part of SmartTrips and looks forward to connecting with

Eugene residents regarding transportation options. Outside of work, she loves spending time with
her two children and husband. Leslie says if she could, she would spend all of her time outdoors
and that her favorite activities are cycling, running, hiking, swimming—anything outside!

Leslie Thomas-Lisk
continued…
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Parks & Open Space
Owen Rose Garden in Full Bloom
The flowers at the Owen Rose Garden are in full
bloom! With more than 4,500 rose bushes, representing 400 varieties, it’s the perfect time to stop and smell
the roses.
Visitors to the garden can enjoy the sights of the
heritage roses in their newly renovated beds. The
Owen Rose Garden team has been busy renovating
areas around the gazebo by removing the old annual
beds, weeding and planting heritage roses. Most
heritage roses are known for blooming only once a
year, while some “repeat bloomers” will provide a
second chance late in the summer or early fall to
appreciate their beauty.

Downtown Riverfront Park Design is Underway

At the heart of Eugene’s Downtown Riverfront redevelopment will be a park providing recreational opportunities, relaxing views and uniting the city with the river. Since the launch of this
project, the City has directed the consultant team to add the one-acre parcel designated as “Public
Plaza” from the larger redevelopment plan to the existing
three-acre Riverfront Park site, for a total of four acres of
parkland. The park design will now seamlessly connect to
the open public space on the redevelopment site, serving
as a draw and important complement to the restaurants,
retail, housing and hotel envisioned for the future.
Parks and Open Space received more than 1,700 responses from the community in our first public survey about the
vision for the Downtown Riverfront Park. Those results
have been shared with the design team and they are hard
at work turning the responses into reality. The first set
of designs will be revealed at a meeting on Thursday, July
19 and attendees will weigh in on the three park concepts
presented.
For more information about the Downtown Riverfront
Park and the July 19 meeting, visit
www.eugene-or.gov/riverfrontpark.

Airport
New Employees, New Positions
We have a new summer intern, Brett Williams, who will be working at the airport until August
31st. Brett received a Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical Management Technology and Bachelor
of Science in Graphic Information Technology from Arizona State University in 2017. He has been
working for Delta Global Services since September 2017.
continued…
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Tammie Hartje has been selected for the permanent position of Airport Security Manager. Tam-

mie has served as acting in capacity Airport Security Manager since October 28, 2016. Tammie
obtained her AAAE Airport Certified Employee (ACE) Security designation in 2016. She started
working for the City of Eugene in October 2002, moved to employment at EUG in December 2004,
worked in an acting in capacity role to help with badging starting in 2005, and became the badging program coordinator in 2007.
Jody McNatt has been selected for the permanent position of Airport Operations Manager. Jody

has served as acting in capacity (AIC) Airport Operations Manager since October 28, 2016. Jody
obtained her AAAE Airport Certified Employee (ACE) Operations designation in 2016 and has
worked for 15.5 years at EUG in several roles of increasing responsibility, including becoming ops
qualified in 2003, as AIC operations staff in 2005, and full-time operations staff in 2006.

Administration
New Department Value Added for FY19
The new fiscal year is upon us, and this year offers a new opportunity and a renewed focus to
each other. During the planning for Fiscal Year 19, department leadership reflected on how we can
improve. The findings of the recent departmental inquiry still resonated with division managers,
and they wanted that reflected in the Strategic Work Plan.
New this year is a fourth value: respect. Public Works knows that culture of respect is at the
core of delivering excellence for our community and is critical to growing our diverse and
innovative team.
Respect
• We show consideration for one another
• We provide a safe and supportive work environment
• We promote positive and productive relationships
• We appreciate each person’s contributions to our mission
• We encourage employee development and celebrate our successes
This fourth value is intended to support the department’s three
other values: excellence, integrity and stewardship.
FY19 will bring many opportunities as well. It will serve as the
bridge between the 2012 and 2017 road bonds. Staff will get to work
on the Vision Zero action plan, which is expected to be complete this
summer. Park safety and improvements will also be at the forefront
as crews start some of the work in the recently-approved parks and
recreation bond and levy.
For more information about the new value or the work planned for
the next year, check out the FY19 Strategic Work Plan under “Quick
Links” on the Public Works Department’s main page.
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