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Parks & Open Space
Aerial Rescue Training at Skinner Butte

Tiny Superheroes Come to the Rescue
of Amazon Playground

The Public
Works Picnic
is August 30
at
Washington
Park!
see page 5 for
details

High above the city, the Urban Forestry team
along with Eugene Springfield Fire, Stormwater,
Natural Area Operations and Park Operations got
a new perspective of Skinner Butte during their
aerial rescue training at the summit.
Working at elevated heights, whether in a lift
or suspended by rope and harness, can be hazardous. The City has long established itself as a
leader of safe work practices in the community by
hosting regular trainings for arborists in the public and private sector. By practicing these rescue
techniques in coordination with other departments, our teams are better prepared to respond
in case an emergency should arise.

Dozens of kids transformed into their superhero alter egos
and helped wash Amazon playground, saving it from the
evils of dirt and grime. Eugene Outdoors partnered with
Little Hands Can and Eugene YMCA to host this annual
Superhero Playground Wash.
Volunteer opportunities that include children are
important in bringing families together, creating a sense of
community, and encouraging kids to give back to the community or park that they love.
All of the little helpers who scrubbed playground equipment were treated to face painting,
popsicles and our appreciation.
For information on upcoming volunteer events, visit our calendar at eugene-or.gov/parks.

Downtown Riverfront Park Designs Revealed

The suspense had been building and when it came time to unveil the three design concepts for the
future Downtown Riverfront Park, the room was packed with more than 150 community members. Live audience polling gave the team an idea of which features the crowd preferred—nature
play, water features, amphitheater, river overlooks and more.
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The online survey, with the park concept designs, is now open for everyone who was unable
to attend the meeting, and will remain open until
August 10. The link to the survey is available on
the project page, eugene-or.gov/riverfrontpark.
More than 150 community members attended
the presentation of three design concepts for the
Downtown Riverfront Park on July 19.

Maintenance
Signals and Street Lights After Hours
The signals and street light team works around the clock to keep the
lights on and the traffic signals running. A crew of five electricians
rotates an on-call schedule to meet needs at all hours of the day. The
crew responds to a variety of calls including:
Streetlight knock downs: on average, more than one streetlight
pole is struck by a vehicle every week. The poles have to be inspected
and often repaired if not entirely replaced. Not surprisingly many of
these happen late at night!
Streetlight outages: Like all lightbulbs, streetlights eventually fail.
Sometimes this is because the bulb burns out and sometimes the
power grid goes down and things need to be reset.
Traffic signal issues: Traffic signals experience failure in a variety of ways: vehicles hit them; power outages require the signal to be
reset; equipment fails due to age or other reasons.
Emergency locates: This crew is the City’s on-call emergency locating group. They respond to things like broken water mains, gas leaks,
and construction needs.

Touch-a-Truck!
On July 12, PWM and POS staff took a variety of
vehicles to the annual Touch-A-Truck event at
Peterson Barn. The vehicles included a sweeper,
front end loader, dump truck, backhoe, vactor,
aerial truck, tractor, and CCTV vehicle. Thanks to
all of the staff who participated and shared our
nifty vehicles with the public!

Traffic Staff Work After Hours
Public Works Traffic Maintenance, with the help of other PWM staff,
work hand in hand with EPD providing traffic control for about 14 different events annually. These are anything from the UO home football
games to marathons and even marches. Most of the events are on the
weekend and the times vary. For instance, the crew starts at 2:30 a.m.
for the Eugene Marathon! The staff working these events do a fantastic job providing essential traffic control day or night, rain or shine.
They are also very professional when answering citizen’s questions
and providing guidance, like “what is going on here?” and “how do I
get home from here?”
Hats off to these amazing people who are willing to give up some of
their weekend time to help our community.
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Administration
UpStream Art Project to Highlight Clean Rivers Messaging
With the help of local artists, the city’s stormwater management program will use
mini-murals to help communicate the importance of storm drains, their function, and
their connection to our rivers. By placing images next to a storm drain, the intent is to
make the connection to our rivers more clear. Artist selection will be based on how well
this year’s theme, “Clean Rivers Start Here” is conveyed. Four storm drains have been
identified in downtown Eugene. Selected artists will receive a stipend, and have
September 21–22 to paint the approved designs.
This project is part of the City’s education and outreach efforts to help residents
understand that stormwater flows untreated from our streets to our local waterways and
that everyone has a role in helping to protect rivers. Artist applications are due August 20
at 5 p.m. Information is available at happyrivers.org or contact Kathy.a.eva@ci.eugene.or.us.

Engineering
Staff News

Ray Joseph (left)

Congratulations to Ray Joseph as the new Engineering Compliance and Reporting Analyst
for the Engineering Division! Ray will manage the Systems Development Charge (SDC) program, the flood plain with Community Rating System (CRS) and will use his planning and
project management background to assist the development review team with our shortand long-term goals.
Ray joined the erosion team in 2016 and previously worked for the Columbia Gorge
Commission. Ray moved with his family to Oregon from the Chicago area where he worked
for Porter County, Indiana in multiple planning roles. Ray was also a union iron worker in a
previous life until the siren song of planning came calling.
Ray’s training, experience, enthusiasm and personality will allow him to quickly adapt
to this new challenge! Ray moved to the 4th floor of the Wells Fargo Building and is located in the
back next to Donna Stark overlooking the park blocks. Please stop and by and congratulate him.

The Darwin Team has hired two new Engineering Technicians. Danielle Fagan, Engineering
Technician 1, started with PWE as a CECOP (Civil Engineering Cooperative Program) intern in
2016. Following her internship with the City, she worked in the Portland area as an environmental engineer with Dudek, an environmental consulting firm. Projects included stormwater permit
compliance and sampling, groundwater remediation, and environmental site assessments for
solar farms. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling, music, backpacking, and is an avid Padres fan.
We are happy she has returned to Engineering!
Aaron Fisher accepted the position of Engineering Technician 2, the second of the new Engi-

neering Technicians to join the Darwin Team. Aaron previously worked as an AutoCAD designer
at the local firm KPFF for over a decade. Aaron is a Eugene native that enjoys spending his time
getting outdoors any way he can, but really loves hiking and biking. He wants to do more outdoor
adventures such as bike touring in the future. We are very happy to have Aaron as part of the
team. Please stop by and welcome both Danielle and Aaron next time you are on the third floor of
Danille Fagan (top) and
Wells Fargo Building.
Aaron Fisher

3

The Easteam, not to be outdone by the Darwin Team, has hired two Engineering Technicians 1.
Henry Felix comes to the Easteam from the lovely state of Hawaii where he was born, raised and
educated, receiving his degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
Henry enjoys spending time with his girlfriend, playing video games, cooking and
finding new music to satisfy his musical tastes, which he honed playing violin for
several years and playing bass in a college band. One of his long term goals is to retire
to a small farm to raise goats and chickens, and perhaps “fiddle about” with his music.
Henry’s workspace is in the cluster of cubicles on the east end of the third floor of the
Wells Fargo building.
Kat MacDonald also recently joined the Easteam as an Engineering Tech 1. Kat

Henry Felix and
Kat MacDonald

just moved here from Moscow, Idaho and loves the huge metropolis of Eugene. They
graduated from the University of Idaho with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering
in 2017. Kat is working on multiple books, has recently finished a novel and is hoping to
have it published!
Kat’s cubicle is located just outside of Teri Higgins’ office on the 3rd floor of Wells Fargo. If you
have the opportunity, please stop by and welcome Henry and Kat to Engineering!

New Interns

Adam Houser has joined PWE for a second time as

a CECOP (Civil Engineering Cooperative Program)
intern. He is scheduled to work as a Temporary
Engineering Technician on the Darwin Team for six
months. Adam was born and raised with a family
of six in Eugene and graduated from Marist High
School. He continued on to graduate from Oregon
State University with a B.S. in Civil Engineering
— GO BEAVS!! Although an OSU graduate, he loves
Duck sports, especially Duck football and basketball
(please don’t hold this against him). When he is not
Adam Houser, Roger Tiffany and Austin Snyder
working and studying, he enjoys fishing and hiking.
Adam is in the cubical on the south side of the third floor outside of Patrick Cox’s office. Stop by
and welcome Adam back when you get a chance.

Also joining the Darwin team for a six-month CECOP internship is Roger Tiffany. Roger will be
a senior at Portland State University majoring in Environmental Engineering. He enjoys hiking,
backpacking, camping, playing guitar and spends his hard-earned money on music equipment.
Roger has recently found a renewed love for reading now that he is not swamped with homework
in the evenings. He and his girlfriend have two dogs—an Australian Shepherd, and a cattle dog/
pit mix that they spoil. This is Roger’s first internship and he is very excited to get out of the classroom and apply his knowledge in the real world.
Roger is in the cubical adjacent to Bryan Root’s office just outside Therese Walch’s office. Stop
by and say hi when you get a chance, he would love to take suggestions for local hikes he could do
in the evenings and weekends.
The Easteam also has a new face; Austin Snyder is a CECOP intern from Oregon State University
— GO BEAVS!! Austin will work with us on design, inspection and survey for the next six months.
Austin is a senior in Civil Engineering at OSU with just one course left which he is tackling in the
evenings. While at OSU, he gained the position of Student Chapter President of Professional Land
Surveyors of Oregon (PLSO) and the OSU Dodgeball Club Vice President.
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Austin’s cubical is just outside of the copy room on the 3rd floor of Wells Fargo. Stop by and
introduce yourself and please join us in welcoming Austin to the City of Eugene Engineering.

Daniel Park has joined the Darwin Team for a three month internship. Daniel Park will be a senior
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Daniel Park

in the civil engineering program at OSU this next year. He is originally from Tennessee and Kentucky, but moved to the Eugene area in 2004. Daniel lives here in Eugene with his wife and three
daughters. Before going back to school to study engineering, he owned a small landscaping business and prior to that he worked on small organic farms in the area. While Daniel is not working,
attending class, or studying, he enjoys hiking, canoeing, and gardening with his family. He looks
forward to working with everyone this summer and gaining some real world skills that will better prepare him for his new career as a Civil Engineer.
Daniel is located in the cubical on the east side of the 3rd floor outside of the copy room next to
Teri Higgins’ office. Stop by and say hello when you get a chance.

Thursday, August 30 w 3:30–7:00 p.m.
New location: Washington Park
!
Food
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Have fun and
frolic, grab a bite,
or just hang with Spray Play!
your peeps—but

don’t miss it!
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Salsa Showdown!

Enter your secret recipe in our
tongue tingling taste-off for a
chance to wear the salsa crown.

Bring your family and join
your co-workers for this
annual summer celebration.
Food includes meats, salads
and desserts with vegetarian and gluten-free options
available.
Our new location offers new
opportunities for games,
gathering and Spray Play!
Don’t miss the salsa competition table where you can
grab some chips and vote for
your favorite salsa dip.
Send picnic questions or
ideas to Brian.j.richardson@
ci.eugene.or.us
Salsa competitors should
contact Robert.g.long@
ci.eugene.or.us for contest
details.
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Wastewater
Environmental Services Lab Team Receives a Perfect Score
The Wastewater Environmental Services Laboratory provides analytical services to support Eugene’s and Springfield’s environmental
monitoring programs. These programs ensure compliance with environmental laws and provide information on what pollution control
strategies are most effective. Every year, the Department of Environmental Quality conducts the EPA’s Quality Assurance program in
Oregon, which evaluates the analytical ability of the laboratory. Every
year, analysts at the Wastewater water quality laboratory analyze and
report about 40 separate analytical results. The laboratory team has a long track record of excellent performance on this annual testing, and this year they received a perfect score of 100.
Most environmental compliance and management decisions are based on the measurement of
data. Credible measurements are critical to making accurate, cost-effective decisions by environmental professionals, policy makers, and regulators in protecting our environment and public
health, and in enhancing water quality and fish and wildlife habitat.

Environmental Management Systems Pass Audit with Flying Colors

A recent audit of the Public Works Wastewater Division ‘s use of the environmental management system (EMS) yielded two main results—recertification and high
praise. The external audit centered on the division’s International Standards Association (ISO) 14001 Environmental Management System. The EMS is a set of processes
and practices that enable an organization to reduce its environmental impacts and
increase its operating efficiency. During the four-day site visit, the auditor toured
the facility, reviewed documents and interviewed a large percentage of Wastewater staff, who
impressed the auditor with their knowledge of our EMS program and how EMS is integrated into
their daily jobs. He also noted how impressed he was with the division’s continuous improvement
objectives. The Wastewater Division was first certified under ISO in 2000. While the recertification happens annually, this was the first time auditors evaluated practices under new standards.
Even with the changes, the auditor wasn’t able to find anything that needed corrective action, and
commented this was one of the best transitions from the 2004 standard he had seen. He commended Wastewater on their energy reduction work and stated that we are ahead of other publically-owned wastewater treatment facilities.

Red-tailed Hawk Rescued at Biosolids Management Facility

On July 25, staff discovered a red-tailed hawk in one of the sludge lagoons.
Wastewater technicians Vanessa Jordan and Matt Hays were able to
retrieve it with a long net. The hawk was given a quick rinse, and the
transported to the Cascades Raptor Center. The bird was a young male,
about one to two years old. He was very tired and dehydrated, so the
Raptor Center gave him fluids, cleaned him up, and let him rest. Two
days later he was successfully released near the Biocycle Farm.
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