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Administration
Public Works Picnic a Success
The new digs for the Public Works Picnic proved popular—we estimate more than 300 people came to this year’s event. After exploring differing venues, the Picnic Committee settled on Washington
Park. With a community center, nearby playground, sport courts
and water play features, there was something for just about everyone. However, the tents were still the most popular place as people
stopped to eat and visit.
There was a competitive spirit at this year’s picnic. However, a
familiar face again was again crowned Salsa Champion. Ricardo
Valladolid earned the coveted apron for the second year in a row
(salsa #2). Congrats, Ricardo!
Thank you to all those who came. A special shout out to those
who helped to make sure it was a success and that everyone
walked away well fed.
We’ve created a web page with some images and videos from the
picnic. Please check them out. If you have any suggestions on how
to improve upon the picnic, don’t hesitate to call Brian Richardson
at x5523.

Public Works Videographer Moves to Full Time
Did you know that Public Works Administration has an in-house videographer? Becky Nickell is
the person behind the camera and narrator for many videos such as Happy Rivers: You Can Help!
and Welcome to PeaceHealth Rides. She has worked in PWA part time for almost eight years honing her video production skills, and will be working full time for the next year.
Becky and her husband have lived in Eugene for 16 years and have two boys—one five years old
and the other just nine months. She and her family enjoy exploring Eugene’s beautiful parks and
playgrounds.
If video could help to meet your goals for promoting a project, program, or recording a training,
give Becky a call at 541-682-8339 or email her at Bnickell@eugene-or.gov
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Engineering
New West Eugene Path Nears Completion
The Jessen Multiuse Path is a new 1.5 mile long concrete path in northwest Eugene. Work on the
path began in April and is expected to be open to the public near the end of September. Once
completed, the path facility will serve the 222-acre Golden Gardens Park and natural area located
north of Jessen Drive between Ohio Street and the Beltline shared use path.
The alignment follows existing desire lines identified by worn dirt paths where park users have
been walking or riding without a formalized path for years. The path will connect to several local
streets along the way and include an improved pedestrian crossing at Terry Street.
Pedestrian-scale lighting will illuminate the path for all users. Shields will minimize skyward
illumination and direct the light away from sensitive natural areas and adjacent homes. Bicycle
parking, wayfinding signs, and a permanent pedestrian-bicyclist counter will also be added as
part of this project.
The new Jessen Path will add to west Eugene’s regional path network which already includes
the Beltline, Roosevelt, Highway 99, and Fern Ridge paths.
This $2.1 million project is funded as part of the Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program, administered through ODOT and the City of Eugene.
For more information call Project Manager Katie Marwitz at 541-501-0380.

Maintenance
Crack Sealing Program
Crack sealing is one of the annual summer activities for the surface maintenance team. Our pavement management program provides a list of locations
identified by the pavement rater’s visual inspection. Some streets are only a
couple of years old and only the gutter bar typically requires sealing, while
other streets are more mature and showing paver seams, transverse and longitudinal cracking, and minor alligatoring which requires sealing.
Crack sealing is the first line of defense in preserving the useful life of our
streets. Water migration into the pavement and ultimately into the sub-grade
will quickly destroy the road as water freezes, or softens the base and subgrade which destabilizes the support structure.
With the support of seasonal staff, we are able to place 40,000–60,000
pounds of hot-applied crack sealant after thoroughly cleaning the cracks. This season’s work will
continue until cooler, inclement weather limits efficient application.
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Dennis Fredrickson is New Information Technology Supervisor
Please join the Maintenance Division in congratulating Dennis Fredrickson as the successful
candidate for the Roosevelt Information Technology Services (RITS) Supervisor position. Dennis
started with the City as a Senior Application Support Technician in late 2015 and has most recently been the Acting RITS Supervisor. Dennis has a deep background in technology and business
management and a passion for making lives better through technology. Before coming to the City,
he was a regional operations manager for UPS for three years and for 15 years he owned and
operated his own land acquisition, building and real-estate company. Shortly after meeting his
wife, he decided to sell his company and follow his passion for technology. He went back to college
and completed his degree in Management Information Systems where he graduated Magna Cum
Laude with honors in all semesters from Washington State University. Outside of work, Dennis
enjoys time with his wife Lindsay, son Jackson age seven, daughter Lilly almost two and the newest member—Max an English Retriever. Some of his favorite things to do are camping, traveling,
running, hiking, bringing laughter to others and restoring the life back into a vintage car.

Wastewater
New Pump Station Technicians
Monty O’Connor and Matt Gordon were selected to fill two pump station technician positions.

Monty has been a member of the wastewater equipment maintenance staff for eight years. Monty is a state licensed millwright and electrician, and brings many years of experience to his new
position which will be a great asset to the crew.
Matt Gordon has worked in the Wastewater Division for seven years. Matt was initially hired
as a maintenance worker. Matt implemented a career development plan with an interest in pump
station work. After completing a year-long career development assignment with the plant’s equipment maintenance crew with pump station assignments, Matt attained the knowledge and skills
that enabled his promotion to pump station technician.

Achievement in Wastewater Operator System Certification

Monty O’Connor
(top photo) and
Matt Gordon

Congratulations are in order for Greg Watkins who achieved Grade IV treatment certification. Grade IV is the highest level of the operator certification
program. Greg has worked at our regional wastewater treatment facility for
14 years as a project manager and is currently serving as operations manager.
Oregon law requires owners of wastewater systems to have their systems
under responsible control and direction of certified operators. Trained and
certified operators ensure that the systems are managed and operated in a
manner that fully protects public health and the environment. The certification of operators helps
improve facility operation and ensure compliance, protect the public’s investment in the facilities,
and instill public confidence in the safety and certainty of services.

Biosolids Application

The Biosolids Management Facility processed and land-applied 1,312
dry tons of biosolids. Biosolids are the nutrient-rich organic byproducts that are recovered from the wastewater treatment process. The
biosolids were land-applied on 255 acres of DEQ- approved land application sites. Processing and land application will continue through
early September, with the remainder of the biosolids to be applied on
poplar trees at the Biocycle Farm.
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Parks & Open Space
Westmoreland Courts Reopen
Resurfacing of the two tennis courts and eight new pickleball courts
at Westmoreland Park has been completed and the courts are open
for play.
On a sunny Saturday morning, August 25, Parks and Open Space
and the Emerald Valley Pickleball Club celebrated the reopening with
a ribbon cutting. Pickleball is one of the fastest growing sports in
the U.S. and by providing eight new courts, Parks is helping to meet a
growing demand for places to play.
More than 70 people showed up for the celebration. Activities included an exhibition, beginner clinic and competitive games.

Urban Forestry Program Receives SMA Accreditation

The City of Eugene’s Urban Forestry is the latest program to join a prestigious group of programs
accredited by the Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA.) SMA Accreditation is the highest honor
recognizing municipal urban forestry programs for implementing excellent and comprehensive
management practices.
To obtain this honor takes a professional and compassionate approach to tree care. SMA Accredited programs must have an ISA Certified Arborist on staff, an approved Local Forest Master
Plan, a Tree City USA growth award
certification or equivalent if appropriate, adhere to ANSI standards for
safety and performance, and adhere to
SMA’s Code of Ethics.
The SMA website lists only 15 other
accredited programs in North America
and we congratulate Eugene’s Urban
Forestry team for continuing to be a
leader in their industry.
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