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Eugene Public Works Recognized with Four Awards at
APWA Oregon Chapter Fall Conference
Parks Takes Home Awards for Everyday Hero and Sustainable Practices

Eric Cariaga

At its fall conference, the Oregon Chapter of American Public Works Association (APWA) honored
Eric Cariaga of Parks Planning with the Everyday Hero Award. The award recognizes public
works employees who are identified by their peers or customers for providing good customer
service, making the best use of public resources, helping co-workers succeed and being a great
person to work with. Congratulations Eric!
The APWA also recognized the City’s Wetland
Mitigation Bank (WMB) program with its Sustainable Practices Award. The WMB provides environmentally positive options for economic development
and growth in our community. The program helps
economic development by providing a stable source
of credits to offset a development in wetland areas.
As credits are sold, funds are set aside for long term
maintenance and to fund future land acquisitions
WMB program members: Doug Singer, Engineerand restoration of more wetlands, making the WMB a ing, Carolyn Burke, POS, Jenifer Willer, APWA
financially stable program.
President, and Craig Carnagey, POS

Maintenance’s Kris Olson Receives Everyday Hero Award

Kris Olson

APWA honored Kris Olson recently with an APWA Everyday Hero Award. A City employee for
19 years, Kris is the Traffic System Maintenance Supervisor leading the Traffic Technical and the
Signs and Markings teams.
She is an engaged, passionate person who comes to work with a positive attitude and a strong
desire to make the lives of people better through the work we do each day. She has a passion for
improving the safety of our employees and the public, she sits on our PWM Safety Committee and
is the supervisor lead for assisting PWM teams with completing task hazard analyses.
Kris often communicates directly with citizens, responding to their transportation safety
concerns. These can be challenging conversations with folks who worry that tragedy is imminent.
Kris does an excellent job of hearing people and responding with compassion and open and clear
explanations of the steps we will take to investigate their concern.
She is also dedicated to her team’s success and actively works with her staff in support of their
career development goals.
Kris is truly an “Everyday Hero” in our organization and community and we are proud that she
has been honored by Oregon APWA.
continued…
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Engineering Team Wins Project of the Year
The Andersen Area project—part of the City’s work to eliminate drywells—earned a Project of
the Year award. The $3 million project was designed to improve drainage, protect local water
quality and develop connected stormwater systems for an area that drains 31 acres in part of the
River Road neighborhood. Two contractors were also recognized for their work as part of this
project.
Andersen Project team members shown
at right: Josh Pinkham, City of Eugene;

Mike Williams, Eugene Sand Construction;
Sam Thurman, Eugene Sand Construction; Doug Singer, City of Eugene.

Parks & Open Space
The Beat Drops at Amazon Park
In October, Parks and Open Space staff installed fun-sized instruments that have transformed the
fully-inclusive Amazon Park playground into a musical arena for kids of all ages and abilities. The
instruments were funded by a successful campaign led by the Eugene Parks Foundation.
Why is music so important? One in 20 children in
the United States has some kind of disability, whether it’s learning, mobility or developmental. For these
children, sensory stimulation is key and there’s no
better place to grow than a playground. Spinning,
swinging and climbing were already available at
Amazon, but now we’ve added the auditory experience. Drums, chimes and xylophones have transformed this playground into a stage where kids can
shine in a solo or create their own band.

Engineering
New Employees
Please welcome Lacey Johnson to the East Team project team. Lacey is our new equity and accessibility analyst working with both capital project teams. This position was created to perform
Engineering Division reporting around Title VI (Civil Rights laws) and the ADA Transition Plan
for the Public Right of Way, as well as perform civil rights documentation and communications for
capital projects.
Lacey comes to the City from the University of Oregon where she completed her graduate
degree in International Studies. Her studies also included Non-Profit Management and Food
Studies. She continued to work at UO in the Global Education Oregon program as a study abroad
advisor. Lacey brings an exciting mix of studies abroad, non-profit work, and a passion for social
equity and making a positive impact to our community.
continued…
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Lacey has been in the Eugene area for about six years and came to Oregon from Nebraska. In her
free time, she teaches yoga, enjoys rock climbing, urban farming, international adventures, placemaking and generally spending as much time outdoors as possible. A puppy was recently added to
her household, so there has been a lot of work puppy-proofing the house and yard.
Lacey is on the 3rd floor of the Wells Fargo Building on the south side of building. She can be
reached at 541-682-5778. Welcome Lacey!
Please join us in welcoming Adam Houser to the Darwin Team as a full-time engineering technician. Adam spent last summer working for the City of Eugene as an intern and has been working
with us this summer as a temp. He will be finishing some online classes and graduate from Oregon State University this fall. He enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending his free time outdoors.
Adam’s office is on the 3rd floor of the Wells Fargo building in the office space between Mike
Cook and the break room.
Congratulations Adam!

Please join us in welcoming Kyle Trimble to the Engineering Erosion Prevention team! His office
is located next to Ed’s office on the northeast end of the first floor at the Permit and Information
Center.
Kyle has 10 years of experience in various construction fields. He worked for Anderson’s Erosion
Control for over eight years, and has been working for the City of Eugene as a maintenance worker
for the last two years. In addition, he served in the Oregon Army National Guard for eight years.
Kyle and his family love exploring local waterfalls and rivers, trips to the beautiful Oregon
coast, and family movie nights (with popcorn of course!). He also loves hiking, mushroom hunting, and rock hunting (mostly agates). He is married to Ashley and they have four children: Connor
(11), Isabella (9), Ava (9), and Everett (10 mo.).
We are super excited to have him join our team!
Please join us in welcoming Daren Brown to the Public Works engineering administrative team.
Daren comes to us from PDD, and we have been told that we have “stolen” a good one! Daren will
be a program specialist on the 4th floor. He will be stepping in for Mary as she transitions to retirement.
Daren has been married for 27 years to Kristie Brown, our own PIC Engineering and Erosion
Supervisor. They have three wonderful children: Natalie (22), Jordan (20), and Josh (15). Daren
enjoys hiking and exploring local waterfalls, photography, off-roading in his jeep and traveling
with his wife whenever possible.
Welcome Daren!

Please help us welcome Kellyn Gross as our new temporary GIS tech. Her office is located on the
3rd floor of the Wells Fargo Building.
Kellyn is a Montana native, but she has called every state and province in the Cascade Range
home at one time or another. Oregon’s mostly been her residence since 2001 when she came to
attend the University of Oregon to study journalism and political science. Kellyn recently spent
five years living and traveling extensively in Asia.
Although Kellyn is a trained journalist and educator, she became fascinated with human geography and maps while living abroad. Her passion for visual storytelling, education and civic
values brought her back to Eugene to study GIS at Lane Community College. She is happy to be a
GIS technician for the City. In her free time Kellyn likes to garden, bike, hike, play music and host
loved ones from near and far.
Welcome Kellyn!
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Wastewater
Power Shutdown for Resiliency Improvement
The Water Pollution Control Facility is replacing its aged
medium voltage (13,800 volts) conductors throughout
the plant. As part of this capital project, a new automatic transfer switch (ATS) was installed, which switches
power sources between two EWEB substations in the
event of a power failure from either substation.
To safely install the ATS, both substation power sources had to be disconnected for approximately 12 hours and the plant was run on temporary generators. Since the plant’s original construction in the 80s, this was the first time it was without any
utility power. Coordination for such a large, critical outage took months of careful planning by division electricians, operators, and four contractor and engineering firms. The installation was an
amazing success and there were no treatment disruptions or permit violations during the outage.

ELAW Tour

The Eugene/Springfield Water Pollution Control Facility recently hosted
a tour for the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW). ELAW
works with environmental activists from around the world to protect
our planet. Matt Stouder and Steve Barnhardt walked the plant and
explained the wastewater facility processes as well as discussing water
quality regulations in the State of Oregon.
ELAW Fellow Miłosz Jakubowski is an environmental attorney from
Poland. Milosz works for the environmental law firm Frank Bold. Milosz
is working to bring clean energy platforms to Central Europe. Poland’s
air quality is among the worst in Europe. ELAW Fellow Kristina Sabova
is from the Czech Republic and also works for Frank Bold. Kristina has traveled around the Pacific
Northwest gathering information on how the U.S. and other countries are using law and policy to
shift how the world uses and produces energy. ELAW Fellow Hanna Khomechko is the executive
director for the organization Environment People Law (EPL). EPL works to improve legislation in
the field of environmental protection.

Wastewater Employee Appreciation and Safety Event

The annual Employee Appreciation and Safety Event was held on October 17. This year all staff
received ALICE training from Lieutenant Doug Mozan and his team from the Eugene Police Department. The training was followed by five drills, with each drill building upon the previous
testing alert, lockdown, inform, counter and evacuate response.
Even though the threat of an active shooter attack is rare, it is becoming more prevalent every
day. This training was aimed at changing the way people respond to an armed shooter in any
situation or location so they can make life-saving decisions. Staff thought the ALICE training was
one of the best trainings they have received!

Welcome Marc Hruby as New Maintenance Worker 1 / 2

This month Marc Hruby began work as a maintenance worker 1. Marc is originally from Michigan
and has been living in Eugene for six years, but his familiarity is even greater as he has fished in
the area for fifteen years. In his spare time he enjoys being outdoors, riding bikes, and watching
and playing most sports. Marc’s skills in construction and facilities maintenance will definitely be
a benefit to wastewater services. He is very excited to join the team.
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Maintenance
PWM’s Role in Solving a Problem
A decision made back in the mid-1960s to allow a home to be constructed over a public sewer line
lead to a frustrating, time consuming and costly sanitary sewer mainline failure at a residence
in Eugene. Several initial repair attempts were unsuccessful. As a result, a sewer by-pass (pump
around) system requiring round-the-clock monitoring was installed to continue to provide public
service to upstream properties. This also bought time to plan, manage, and construct a large scale
pipe replacement project for the emergency repair contractor, Eugene Sand and Gravel, in cooperation with our subsurface section.
Due to physical constraints on the property—e.g., retaining walls, patios, sheds, etc.—traditional excavation repair was not an option. Instead, a new eight-inch mainline was bored adjacent
to the existing sewer mainline with two new manholes to meet the new alignment and provide
for future access for routine cleaning. Trenchless technology is costly and the anticipated cost for
this project is approaching $100,000 as we await final billing. This challenging project, which took
thirteen weeks to complete, was a great opportunity for staff to experience new technology and
collaborate with external partners. The completed line is operating exactly as expected and the
entire process was a complete success. Kudos to everyone who played a part!

Halloween
Holiday

This Costume Stops Traffic
How’s this for visibility?! Sarah Medary took
this year’s safety training theme to a whole
new level with her six-foot traffic cone costume. While some non-PW folks noted a resemblance to a giant candy corn, her costume
was a big hit as she surprised staff at several
sites and offices around town.
Asked if she will reprise the role or pass the
costume to another Public Workster for future
events, the cone became silent. Public Works
Day anyone?
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