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Parks & Open Space
Re-introducing Fire to the Landscape
2018 was a record year for burning. POS staff and Rivers to Ridges partner organizations burned
25 sites and 702 acres, including more than 100 acres of City-owned property.
Wet prairies and many oak habitats are
considered fire-dependent ecosystems.
Using fire as a management tool improves
the quality and resiliency of these habitats
and reduces fuel loads. Many beautiful
wetland plants like Camas and Cusick’s
checkermallow thrive in our wet
prairie ecosystems and benefit from
regular burning.
Careful coordination between POS, the Bureau of Land Management, The Nature Conservancy,
Lane County Parks, and the Army Corps of Engineers allow us to safely apply fire to natural areas that evolved with fire over thousands of years. Additional partnership with Eugene-Springfield Fire Department, Oregon Department of Forestry and Lane Fire Authority are critical to the
success of these projects.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: From the Forest to the River

In 2018, the POS Ecological Services Team (EST) undertook an innovative collaboration to make
our natural areas more resilient to wildfire while also improving habitat
and benefiting our river friends. As EST was working on fuel reduction at
Suzanne Arlie Park, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) was in the final phases
of riparian restoration of a side channel habitat at the Willamette Confluence
Preserve and looking for coarse, woody debris.
EST was able to provide about 240 trees, mostly Douglas fir and incense
cedar from a remnant oak savanna, freeing up legacy Oregon white oaks that
had been heavily encroached upon. TNC picked up the logs and transported
them the short distance to the Willamette Confluence Preserve, placing them
in the water where they were quickly discovered by the river otters. They
will also provide habitat for juvenile
salmon and basking sites for Western pond turtles. Removing this large volume of material has helped to restore the
rare Willamette Valley habitat and reduced fuel loads near
Lane Community College, residences, and regional electric
transmission lines.
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Maintenance
City Crews Claw Through Leaf Season

Crews picked
up 14,823 cubic
yards—nearly
1,800 standard
dump truck
loads—of leaves
from city streets
this season.

Another successful leaf collection season comes to a close. Between November 2018 and January
2019, 14,823 cubic yards—about 1,800 standard dump truck loads—of leaves were picked up
from from city streets and kept out of the stormwater system. Of those leaves, 57 percent were
delivered to 225 private homes to fill citizen requests and 33 percent were distributed to the
City’s community gardens.
Crews worked through a challenging early and heavy leaf drop that slowed progress a bit. On
the flip side, this made for a lesser volume and more rapid second round of collecting, which allowed leaf collection activity to conclude on schedule.
One of the changes in the City’s leaf collection and delivery
program this year was the addition of the Tink Claw. The new
claws take the place of a traditional backhoe front bucket.
These attachments eliminate the seasonal wear and tear on
the more traditional front buckets. They also protect our city’s
infrastructure, as they ride up a little higher with wear points
that travel more parallel to the street surface. This equipment,
combined with other procedural revisions, is another example of forward thinking and progress in providing our best
service to the community.

Wastewater
Michelle Miranda named to the OELA Board of Directors

Michelle Miranda

Michelle Miranda, environmental services supervisor, has been named to the Oregon Environmental Laboratory Association’s (OELA) Board of Directors. The OELA Board of Directors is a
group of leading laboratory managers who are experts in the field of environmental laboratory
management. The OELA Board brings together organizations and professionals interested in environmental quality and laboratory analysis to a common forum. Michelle has more than 25 years
of experience as a professional in the field of environmental services and has been managing the
Environmental Services Laboratory since 2014. The Environmental Services Laboratory provides
analytical and sampling services to support the City of Eugene and City of Springfield’s environmental monitoring and compliance programs. These programs are an important part of managing our natural resources, improving water quality, protecting public health and enhancing fish
and wildlife habitat.

Study Buddies!

Senior Administrative Specialists DeLynn Ransdell and Karen Roybal
have begun taking advantage of the AFSCME-sponsored free education
program through Eastern Gateway Community College in support of
their career development plans. The program is designed for DeLynn
and Karen’s goals of earning Associate’s degrees. They set personal
time aside each week to study together and support each other through
this exciting opportunity. As a matter of fact, they’re both taking General Psychology as their first class!
DeLynn and Karen
continued
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Both Karen and DeLynn agree: “Deciding to enroll in a postsecondary program can be an intimidating process, because let’s face it, there are so many concerns about taking on debt and the
ability to balance school with work and family obligations.” The free college benefit opportunity,
sponsored by AFSCME, has eased these concerns considerably and offers the option to study online. Knowing they have each other to lean on has the biggest benefit. DeLynn and Karen recognize that a college degree can be their pathway for new opportunities, greater responsibility, and
more earning power.

Brown Lane Property — Manufactured Home Demolition

LOI Environmental and Demolition Services completed asbestos removal and demolition of the
manufactured home on Brown Lane. The home was on the 44-acre parcel of property adjacent to
the Biosolids Management Facility which was purchased by Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission in 2017. Historically, the site had been used by a local wood products manufacturer and the property came with several buildings including the older manufactured home.
Inspection of the buildings was part of the property evaluation. The home was determined to
be unsafe for occupancy and required demolition. PBS Engineering and Environmental assisted in
the project by performing an asbestos survey.

Before, during and after demolition

Administration
PW Administration is On the Move
Effective February 25, the fourth floor of the Parkview building [Public Works Administration]
will be moving over to the Atrium building, Suite 116. This is part one of a two-part move which
includes Sarah Medary, executive director, Lacey Risdal, administration division manager, PW
Human Resources and PW Public Affairs. The PW Financial Services and Utility Administration
sections will not move on February 25.
Ultimately, the entire division will move to the third floor of the Atrium building, with timing
to be determined based upon the renovations of that location. As our division will now be in two
locations for a few months, we appreciate your understanding during the transition.
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