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Despite soggy conditions, PW Day was a success
The smiles were soggy but bright on May 16 as thousands of people took a tour of the Roosevelt
Yard for the annual Public Works Day. More than 2,600 people came out for the annual event, despite heavy showers that soaked nearly everyone.
Check out some of the highlights from 2019 PW Day at
https://spark.adobe.com/page/9STcq1KtcjQZK/
Many of the traditional booths returned and some changed
their look. There were also new booths including a station
where people could learn how
we’re incorporating drones into our
work and another that promoted
community awareness for the 2021
world track and field event.
A special shout out to Kim Mast. She has organized PW Day for the
last nine years. Her leadership has helped the event grow into what it
is today—a tradition that families and teachers circle on their calendar every year. While she happened to be sick for PW Day this year
and had to miss out for the first time in more than two decades, all of
her hard work helped ensure the event was once again a BIG success.
Also, an extra-large thank you to all of those who participated in any way. It takes a lot of
work and coordination to execute an event like PW Day and staff stepped up in a big way.

UpStream Art Project Adds Splash to the Roosevelt Yard

Last year, the City of Eugene hosted its first UpStream Art project to help communicate the importance of storm drains, their function and their connections to our rivers. We invited several
people to review art submissions in order to select four designs for the downtown area. One of
our judges commented how nice it would be to also have storm drain art at the Roosevelt Yard.
We asked artist Bayne Gardner, one
of the selected artists, to work with us
in the spring. On May 29 Bayne began
painting next to a storm drain in the
Roosevelt Yard and finished his project
several days later. Staff and visitors can
see the latest Upstream Art project just
outside the tool crib.
Thanks to Jackie Hallett for a great
idea.
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Airport
New Employees, New Positions
Patricia I. Haley joined Airport Administration as the director of finance and administration AIC.

Patricia most recently was the PDD Administration/Parking/Urban Renewal Finance manager at
the Planning & Development Department of the City of Eugene. Patricia has a bachelor’s degree in
management from Linfield College, is certified in federal grant management, and has worked in
public service for the past 19 years. She enjoys summer flower and vegetable gardening as well as
her “indoor plant garden” in the winter. She enjoys traveling and live music, as well as spending
time with her two grandchildren.
Sarah Puls joins the Eugene Airport as the environmental project manager. She was previously

the administrator of the Safe Drinking Water Program for Lane County. Sarah has a M.S. in Occupational Safety and Health with a concentration in Environmental Management from Columbia
Southern University, a B.S. in Agricultural Systems Management with a concentration in Environmental Management from California Polytechnic State University San Luis Obispo, and is a Registered Environmental Health Specialist in the State of Oregon. Sarah loves travelling and flying.
Ken Green is the newest member of the Airport Operations Team. He previously worked as an

airport worker III with the Airport Airfield Department. Ken brings vast knowledge in road
maintenance and used his skills to help keep our airport compliant with FAA Regulations. Ken has
worked hard to learn operations and is a great addition to the team.

Maintenance
Inflow and Infiltration Sensors Detect Unwanted Flow
Have you ever wondered how much inflow and infiltration (I &
I) enters the sewer system in the winter? The PWM Subsurface
Technical crew can answer that question for you! This crew uses
sensors located in the flow and above it to watch the system yearround, and by comparing the winter volume to the summer volume
they can tell how much I & I enters the system. Once the current
installations are complete, they’ll have in-flow monitors located at
27 permanent sites, 26 sites under investigation (mobile) and six
large diameter Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission sites (54” to 78” pipe diameters). There are also two “out of
flow” devices—units mounted above the flow that send a sonar-like “ping” to hit the surface of the water and bounce back. By
measuring the time it takes to return, the devices can determine
the water level of the flow. There are very few municipalities in the country using this technology, so high fives to Josh Colley, Bill Buterbaugh and the rest of the crew for this forward-thinking
program!
P.S.: Not sure what I & I really is? Check out this webpage on the City of Eugene’s public website:
https://www.eugene-or.gov/3867/Inflow-Infiltration
continued …

2

Small Cell Deployment in Eugene
Small Cell site deployment has steadily increased throughout the Eugene metro area over
the past eighteen months. The sites use much smaller, more stealthy and aesthetically
preferred equipment for installations compared to Macro sites (towers), and are in alignment with City Ordinance 20083 promoting co-location. The sites improve the stablity and
permorfance of the cellular network by enhancing performance in low or no coverage areas
in inner-city locations. How do these micro sites work? Each site works to broadcast and
pick up signals from cellular devices, sends the data it receives to adjacent equipment near
the tower, and then sends the information on to the wired internet or phone system where it
is routed to its intended destination.
Brian Siria, of the Public Works Maintenance surface technical team, began working to
build the permitting program in mid-2014 and continually strives to adapt the process to
the rapidly changing technology and requirements set forth by the Federal Communications
Commision.

Parks & Open Space
Eugene Outdoors 2018 Year in Review
This past year, volunteers contributed 22,942
hours at 781 events in 74 locations throughout the Parks and Open Space system. This is
up more than 2,000 hours over 2017’s record
breaking year.
This massive gift of time is monetarily
valued at $556,438. The knowledge, skills and
passion that volunteers bring to Parks and
Open Space is an enormous asset allowing us
to go beyond our operating budget and elevate
our level of service.
Visit bit.ly/outdoors2018 to read some of the highlights, accomplishments and stories that
shaped the past year.

Park Ambassadors Begin Summer Season

Thanks to the funding from the 2018 Parks and Recreation maintenance levy, our park ambassador team is now fully staffed with two
full-time, year-round ambassadors and two seasonal ambassadors
for the summer. New to the crew are Ray Gulley and Alan Brown,
who join Joe Waksmundski and Joe Russell to provide information on
amenities, history and park rules, and act as one of our first lines of
contact with people who are homeless.
Our levy-funded safety services are rounded out by two Eugene
Police Department park resource officers providing overall rule
enforcement in parks and the new Parks & Open Space illicit activity team. Our new illicit activity team focuses on cleaning up areas
throughout the parks and natural areas where garbage, human
waste and personal belongings have been left behind by campers.
The collaboration between these teams helps maintain a safe and welcoming environment in
our parks while working to find solutions and connections for people who are homeless.
3

Wastewater
Successful Winter Season for Wastewater Treatment Plant
The Eugene/Springfield Water Pollution Control Facility (WPCF) provides for treatment of wastewater to Federal and State standards before discharge into the Willamette River. The WPCF
processed an average of 42 million gallons per day this past winter. The National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit establishes the treatment criteria for acceptable
effluent discharge. The treatment levels are divided into two seasons: May–October being the
summer permit season and November–April as the winter permit season. In all, 7.6 billion gallons
of wastewater were treated during the past winter season.
April was a busy month with higher than normal flow due to record rainfall. The plant treated 1.88 billion gallons of water which is more flow than the months of August, September and
October combined. The plant also removed over two million pounds of pollutants from the water
coming into the facility.
The treatment plant removed an average of 96 percent of the pollutants from the wastewater
before it was discharged to the Willamette River. The plant met all NPDES waste discharge permit
limits for the entire season including four days treating over 100 million gallons of wastewater.
On April 9, 193 million gallons were treated with a peak flow of 222 million gallons that day.

New Assignments: Operations Manager, Laboratory Supervisor, and
Laboratory Analyst

Operations Manager: Michelle Miranda has begun a 12 month acting-in-capacity assignment
as operations manager. The operations that Michelle will oversee include plant operations, biosolids management, laboratory, industrial source control and industrial stormwater enforcement.
Michelle has been with the Wastewater Division for 24 years and has served as environmental
services supervisor for the past five years. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from the
University of Oregon.
Laboratory Supervisor: Melanie Ryan has started a six month acting-in-capacity assignment
as laboratory supervisor. Melanie has been with the Wastewater Division for 15 years and has
served as a lead laboratory technician for the past eight years. Melanie earned her Bachelor of
Science in Biology from the University of Oregon.
Laboratory Analyst: Marcia Wahto has stepped up with the assignment of laboratory analyst
to back fill the analytical service needs for the laboratory. She has served as an assistant for the
laboratory and industrial source control and has been with the Wastewater Division for the past
seven years. Marcia holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from the University of Oregon.

Young Great Horned Owl Finds a Home at Biosolids Management Facility

The Cascade Raptor Center collaborated with Eugene’s Urban Forestry Program to rehome an orphaned juvenile Great Horned Owl. The request was made because there was an active nest at the
Biosolids Management Facility occupied by an adult Great Horned Owl and two juveniles. Because
the orphaned juvenile would likely die on its own, staff at the Raptor Center requested to try to
introduce the owl to the occupied nest to be cared for by the adult.
The orphaned owl was released near the nest. Initially, instead
of remaining in the nest vicinity, it flew to an adjacent grove of
trees where it remained until dark. Concerned staff from the Raptor Center came out daily to see if the parent owl would take in the
orphaned juvenile. After several days the Raptor Center verified that
the adult took in the orphan and all three juveniles were active in the
nest. The adoption was deemed a success!
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