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Wastewater
Award for Excellence in Wastewater Facility Operation
The Wastewater Division has once again earned recognition
for the Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission
in receiving a Platinum Peak Performance Award from the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA). The
Platinum 12 Award recognizes the Wastewater Division’s
accomplishment of 12 consecutive years at 100 percent
compliance with the effluent limits of its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit.
The award was formally announced at the NACWA Awards Ceremony in Minneapolis, Minn., on
July 18.

New Environmental Services Laboratory

New Employees

The environmental services team began moving into a new laboratory facility. The move is going very well thanks to a stellar
team effort from all involved. We’re settling into the new offices
and most of our analytical processes are operating out of the new
lab, while some of our more sensitive instrumentation will take
additional time to relocate and initialize. The new facility provides
important safety improvements and room for growth, as well as
uniting the environmental services team into one cohesive workspace. Many thanks to the entire team for their hard work, organization and flexibility! Together, they ensure that our important
regulatory requirements continue to be met, without interruption,
as we settle into the bright new space.

Welcome to James Stock, who is a new maintenance worker. Born in Albany, Ore., he loves spending his free time creating electronic dance music, and dreams of one day playing before stadiums
like his influence, Illenium. As a track sprinter, sky diver, or enjoying anything fast, his favorite
superhero is The Flash. He and his girlfriend are proud owners of an English bulldog and a tabby
cat. James’ father, Dane Courtney, also works for the City in the maintenance sub-surface group.
Please help us welcome James to the City of Eugene family!
Laura Hale joins the Wastewater Division’s environmental services team in a career development appointment as wastewater assistant. Laura comes to us from the Eugene Public Library
where she has been a library assistant since 2016. Laura has a BS in Digital Communication
Arts and a minor in Chemistry from Oregon State University. She is interested in serving the
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community as she learns new skills assisting us here at Wastewater. Laura enjoys plant-based
cooking, gaming, art, and spending time with animals, especially her cat Dewey. We’re excited to
have her on our team!

EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE

Government Finance Officers Association – What I Learned About Anchorage, Alaska
Anchorage has a population of 299,000 people, is coming out of a three-year recession, and the city government
is experiencing millions of dollars in costs for a new financial system. How did I learn this, and what does it have
to do with my job? I am a Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) budget reviewer. GFOA established
the Budget Awards Program in 1984 to encourage and assist state and local governments to prepare high quality budget documents based on GFOA’s best practices and then to recognize individual governments that succeed
in achieving that goal.
Each year GFOA budget reviewers are sent an annual budget document to review. I never
know what city I will get. I’ve reviewed small cities like the Village of Gurnee, Ill., and
large cities including Charleston, S. C., and even a Canadian city in British Columbia — Coquitlam. The GFOA budget award program lists specific criteria to qualify for the award
and, by the time I’ve completed the review, I have a good understanding of their budget
process and financial structure. This exposure to other cities helps me explore new trends
and other ways of doing business, and shows just how different every city is in the way services are delivered and paid for. By the way, Anchorage looks like a very nice place to visit.
John Huberd, Finance and
I’m adding it to my bucket list.
Administration Manager
The City of Eugene has submitted its annual budget document to GFOA’s Distinguished
Budget Presentation Awards Program for the past 32 years.

Airport
New Terminal Maintenance Manager
Chuck Mueller has lived (off and on) in Eugene since 2001 and loves

living here. He started his professional career in the Marine Corps
and has pursued many careers including facilities work for a school
district, being an automotive mechanic, working in the petrochemical
industry, and as a utility worker for a water company. His career with
the City of Eugene started in 2001 as a temporary worker in Public
Works Engineering where he was able to keep advancing as a lead
worker, supervisor and project manager.
In 2017, Chuck had the opportunity to leave the City to pursue his
dreams of seeing the world—traveling throughout the southwest
United States and Europe. He came back to Eugene, married and has
been living happily ever after with his wife, Cathy.
Chuck credits the City with the opportunities for personal and professional growth that helped him to be successful and want to come
back to work for the City. Chuck was hired at Public Works Maintenance in 2018 before applying for this career development postion at
EUG airport.
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Maintenance
New Tool Speeds Repairs
The surface maintenance crew has a fantastic new piece of equipment
– the Asphalt Zipper! The Zipper removes surface material up to a
depth of 12 inches, which is perfect for those repairs that do not need
a ground-up replacement. Now when there is a top-down failure in the
surface, they can use the Zipper to mill down just the affected lifts and
then cap it with a new one. This eliminates the slow process of sawing
the area out and using a breaker backhoe to remove the failed paving.
The ability to replace one lift vs. the entire depth of a stretch of roadway saves time in other ways as well. With fewer lifts there will be less
time waiting for cool down between lifts and also less rolling needed.
Once the crew is fully trained and comfortable with the equipment, we
estimate they will save between three and eight hours of work on this
type of repair.

Heavy Equipment Lesson? No Problem!

PWM surface maintenance crew member
Matt Steele taught
Mayor Vinis the safe
and proper technique
for using a backhoe at
the Riverfront Project
ground-breaking ceremony. Matt says the
Mayor is a natural!

Engineering
Transportation Planning Launches “Central Eugene in Motion” Outreach
On July 10, transportation planning held an open house to introduce the Central Eugene in Motion study. More than 100 people attended the event. The study’s purpose is to identify tradeoffs
to consider when implementing traffic changes. In 2020, several projects in the Central Eugene
in Motion study area are scheduled for construction. Key outcomes of the construction projects
include providing safe and comfortable transportation access for all users regardless of travel
mode.
The study area is bounded by 5th Avenue on the north, 20th Avenue on the south, Lincoln
Street on the west and High Street on the east. Specific projects under consideration include the
following focus areas:
• Downtown on 8th: conversion of 8th Avenue to two-way traffic from Willamette Street to
Mill Street as part of a repaving project. Additions may include changes to streetscape, onstreet parking, bikeways and sidewalks.
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•
Amazon to Riverfront: identify a safe and connected network
of bicycle facilities from the Amazon Path to Downtown Eugene
and the Riverbank Path along the
Willamette River. Focus is on the
Pearl/High couplet.
•
Midtown Willamette Street:
identify traffic patterns and explore future traffic scenarios near
midtown Willamette Street (18th
to 20th) to improve safety, connectivity and access for all transportation users. Study will include
analysis of converting traffic to
two-way.

As part of the public process, Public Works Engineering is using the City’s new online platform
available at https://engage.eugene-or.gov to collect information from people who cannot attend
the open house events or focus groups. The platform provides an opportunity for interested
parties to submit issues or opportunities on a map, fill out surveys and ask questions directly to
project staff.
For more information, contact Reed Dunbar, Transportation Planner, at 541-682-5727 or email
RDunbar@eugene-or.gov.

Community Engagement at Party in the Parks

The Party in the Parks season wrapped up at the end of July. The City of Eugene hosted six great
events at parks around the city, where the transportation planning team shared information
about transportation options, engaged with community members and provided free helmets. This
year, transportation program interns Ophelia Cavill and Lillie Spafford created and piloted a new
mapping tool that was used at Party in the Parks events.
The map tool allowed community members to engage with City staff, share their likes and dislikes about
neighborhood infrastructure, and learn about upcoming
construction projects in the area. Event attendees were
excited to share personal experiences and provided great
feedback. The next step will be to analyze the feedback
and create a plan for potential improvements.
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