Public Works

Monthly Report

Administration ♦ Airport ♦ Engineering ♦ Maintenance ♦ Parks & Open Space ♦ Wastewater

August 2019

UpStream Stormwater Art Contest 2
Engineering New Employees 2
Maintenance Pipe Repair 3
Green Infrastructure Annual Report 3

Berkeley Park Workshops 4
Wastewater Biosolids Application 4
Recycled Water at Biocycle Farm 4
Wastewater Employee Updates 5

Administration
What a lovely day for a picnic!
Public Works employees, families and
retirees gathered on August 1 for our
annual picnic. There was plenty to do
for all ages, including face painting,
games, balloon art and live music.
Of course, most folks showed up for
the fantastic food, including burgers,
franks, corn-on-the-cob, salads,
watermelon and root beer floats.
This event is held each summer as a
chance for folks to gather informally,
chat with old friends and make new
ones, and introduce the latest additions
to families. The return to Lamb Cottage this year gave us plenty of room to
spread out, enjoy the sunshine and visit
with good company.
To see more pictures, including the
department’s new salsa champion,
go to our Spark page.
https://spark.adobe.com/page/KzoQedw3S4RWi/
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UpStream Art Contest and Artists Return

Detail from Reflection
by Christian Ives,
one of four paintings
selected

For the second year in a row, the stormwater program will be adding several
small murals adjacent to downtown storm drains. The murals depict wildlife
along with messages about keeping pollution out of local waterways. In August, 22 artists submitted ideas and four were chosen to paint the sidewalks
adjacent to the selected drains on September 23 and 24.
Based on the program of the same name in Springfield, UpStream Art
employs local artists to develop the artwork. Then we and supply paint,
painting materials, traffic control and canopies for each location. This year
there will be three sites on Willamette Street and one in the Whiteaker
neighborhood near Crux Rock Gym. When the paintings have dried, the artworks are sealed and
are expected to last 3-5 years.

Engineering
Welcome to Four New Employees in GIS and IT
Josh Calloway recently joined the PWE mapping and data team as a GIS technician. He is very

Josh Calloway

Spencer Helwig

happy to be here in Eugene and appreciates the warm welcome that he has received here in Engineering. Josh recently moved to Oregon from South Carolina to fill one of the GIS Tech 2 positions.
He previously worked at the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and Colleton County, SC Government doing GIS work. Before GIS, Josh was a tuba player for the U.S. Marine Corps
Field Music Program for 16 years. He has two bachelor’s degrees—one in music from Furman
University, and one in geography from the University of South Carolina.
Josh is married and has a five-year-old son and two dogs. He enjoys fishing, going to the beach
and hiking, and is looking forward to all the adventures that Oregon has to offer.
Spencer Helwig is the other new GIS tech working with the mapping and data team. Spencer was

born and raised in the Willamette Valley and lives in Eugene with his wife and two kids. As he
was previously commuting to Albany each day, he is excited to bring his talents closer to home
and serve the community that he lives in. He has five years experience as a GIS specialist developing and maintaining GIS data for public safety (911) use. Prior to that, Spencer was a GIS intern at
Marion County, Ore. He received his B.S. in earth science from Western Oregon University and a
graduate certificate in GIS from Oregon State University.
Outside of work he has a happy family. His son and daughter are three-years and one-year old
respectively, and his wife teaches drama at Thurston High School in Springfield. Spencer says
“Come see her plays! They are pretty good.” Other interests include Magic: The Gathering, Dungeons & Dragons, and climbing at the Elevation Bouldering Gym here in town. He’s also a Portland
Timbers fan (Go Timbers!). Stop by and meet him when you have a chance.
Israel Valdes recently joined the mapping and data team as a temporary GIS technician. He grad-

Israel Valdes

uated with a bachelor’s degree in geoscience from Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Most recently, he earned a GIS certification from Lane Community College and
plans to continue working on GIS skills and education. Israel is passionate about creating geospatial data that is useful and meaningful to its users. Additionally, collaborating with others and
building relationships are a vital part of his work.
Off the clock, Israel likes to spend his time on two wheels. Whether it is mountain biking, road
riding, bike touring or racing cyclocross, he is keen on it all. Furthermore, Israel likes to explore
backpacking trails with his dogs, exercising and cooking new recipes at home. Drop by his workspace on the 4th floor of the Wells Fargo building and say hi.
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Matt Valencia began his career with the City of Eugene in 2019 as a temporary employee in

Engineering and has now come on board to a permanent IT position. After living in Australia for
the past 10 years, Matt returned to Eugene where he joined his family in the early part of this
year. He loves living in our beautiful city.
Matt is no stranger to the information industry, as he spent 19 years as an IT professional prior
to this job. Matt started his career in Orange County, Cal., and has been part of IT support departments onsite for Broadcom, Xerox, Toshiba and the City of Rancho Cucamonga to name a few.
When he isn’t working and glued to a computer screen, you’ll find Matt hiking exciting trails in
and around Eugene, fishing streams and lakes, hunting down strong coffee and great places to eat,
playing guitar and synthesizer, and attending bible studies and church.

Maintenance
New Pipe Repair Equipment
Have you ever had to repair a live sewer pipe under sidewalks, trees, streets, bridges, or waterways? Subsurface
crews have and it can be very challenging. Now we have
new equipment and a new process to streamline these
repairs.
The subsurface maintenance group has recently purchased a new 50-ton pipe bursting machine. Pipe bursting
is a trenchless method of replacing buried pipelines without the need for digging a traditional construction trench.
Launching and receiving pits replace the trench used in
conventional pipe-laying.
As a “no-dig process”, pipe bursting is the perfect way for
stormwater and wastewater collection systems to increase
the capacity or to replace defective and leaking pipes. All
of this is possible without extensive excavation and all the
other costs of surface restoration. Because it is trenchless, pipe bursting is the preferred method
for replacing old pipes in urban areas where disruption to nearby utilities, residences, businesses
and the environment are considerations.
The subsurface groups have begun specialized training with this new equipment, and we anticipate full use of this new technology by late fall. So, when you’re out and about and spot us performing a pipe repair, stop by and check it out.

Parks & Open Space
Green Infrastructure Maintenance
FY19 Annual Report
In honor of its inaugural year, the Parks & Open Space green
infrastructure maintenance section has released its FY19 Annual
Report.
Did you know the public vegetated stormwater system will
grow by 37 percent over the next three years? Or that we have
more than 15,000 vacant street tree planting sites? To learn

more about the condition of these assets and what steps we
might take to right-size our stewardship of these important services in the coming years, visit: http://bit.ly/33GZvB7-GI-fy19.
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Parks Hosts Third Berkeley
Park Workshop
In August, POS Planning staff joined
the Berkeley Park neighborhood
potluck to host the third planning
workshop for the park’s upcoming
renovation. Neighbors enjoyed the
food POS brought while a Spanish
guitar player serenaded them. Staff
outlined the proposed park design
on the current landscape to help
take the design off the page and
bring it to life.
Review the design and weigh in
on a short, online survey available
through the City’s new engagement
website, Engage Eugene.

Wastewater
Biosolids Benefit Fields and Trees
Biosolids are the nutrient-rich organic materials resulting from the treatment of wastewater at the regional treatment facility. Biosolids
are a beneficial resource, containing essential
plant nutrients and organic matter and are
recycled as a fertilizer and soil amendment.
During the 2019 processing season 2,354 dry
tons of biosolids were processed and land applied. The biosolids were land applied on 411
acres of local ryegrass fields and to poplar
trees at the Biocycle Farm.

Recycled Water for Irrigation
More than 39 million gallons of recycled
water, wastewater treatment effluent,
was used for irrigation on the poplar
trees at the Biocycle Farm. This water
would otherwise have been discharged
to the Willamette River. Irrigation on the
farm continues through September.

continued…
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Wastewater Employee Updates
Preston Fisher joined the Wastewater Division’s facilities mainte-

nance team for a year-long limited duration assignment. Preston
comes to us from the Public Works Maintenance subsurface crew,
where he worked as a seasonal maintenance worker.
In Preston’s free time, he enjoys camping with family and friends
either in Sisters, Ore. or anywhere on the coast. He loves fishing
for all types of fish, but especially enjoys tuna fishing. Preston was
all state and player of the year in baseball and all state football for
Thurston High School in Springfield, Oregon.
Preston Fisher

Ross Macauley was promoted to a new

position as a wastewater technician 1 –
mechanic. Ross started his work for the City as a maintenance worker
two years ago. Ross resides in Creswell with his wife and two children.
In his spare time, Ross likes to hunt, target practice and fix anything that
needs fixing.

Ross Macauley

5

