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Airport
Global Biorisk Award
The Eugene Airport was officially awarded the Global Biorisk
Advisory Council (GBAC) STAR Facility Accreditation—the
gold standard for prepared facilities—and one of ten airports
nationwide who have completed the program so far. The GBAC
STAR accreditation for airports ensures the most stringent
protocols for cleaning, disinfection and infectious disease prevention in the Airport’s passenger terminal building. Kudos
to Chuck Mueller, Tammie Hartje, Sarah Puls, and the entire
terminal building team for taking on this important initiative
and achieving the accreditation in short order!

Regional TSA Award

Every year, the Transportation Safety Authority (TSA) has the opportunity and privilege to
recognize folks within our stakeholder community that have made a significant contribution to
both the airport and the TSA environment. This year, Tammie Hartje and Chuck Mueller from the
Eugene Airport were recognized.
Tammie Hartje, security manager, spearheaded and rolled out the Building
Effective EUG Security (BEES) program to the stakeholders. The program
focuses on security awareness and engagement across all the airport tenants
and includes some recognition for airport workers observed being proactive
in keeping EUG secure. Tammie has also organized training events for tenants including human trafficking and Stop the Bleed. In conjunction with the
Stop the Bleed training, Tammie worked with the fire department to place
bleeding control trauma kits around the airport.
TSA also recognized Chuck Mueller, airport facilities manager. Since Chuck
arrived at the airport, he has made significant improvements to the environments that impact the tenants. Some of these improvements include response
for baggage handling system maintenance issues, improving overall system
reliability through preventative maintenance, and significant improvements
to the terminal environmental systems. This was a hot-button issue in the
EUG Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey. In working with us to solve the
issues, Chuck attended a TSA employee Model Workplace Group meeting
and addressed the concerns of our officers directly. Chuck made sustained improvements in the
quality of services and maintainance for TSA-leased spaces and worked to provide custom safety
barriers in checkpoint screening areas that protect TSA officers during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Runway Rehabilitation Complete
Over the summer the Eugene Airport went through a runway rehabilitation project on Runway
16R/34L. Both taxiways Alpha 4 and Alpha 5 were reconfigured to become compliant with FAA
standards. The project took approximately five months to complete with some delays due to the
wildfire smoke. The rehab included new in-pavement light markings and signage.

Parks & Open Space
North Amazon Running Trail Reconstruction Finished
The North Amazon Running Trail has reopened following a fall facelift. Hiding under a fresh cover
of bark is the new rock base that will provide long-term stability. Improved drainage will prevent
erosion for year-round use.
Based on community feedback, additional improvements included updated lighting throughout
the entire trail and a new shelter. Habitat-sensitive lighting was installed between the forested
area and the creek. The lighting was turned on Tuesday, November 24. New distance markers will
be installed this winter.
Funding for this project comes from the 2018 Parks and Recreation Bond and system development charges.

Before: March 2020

After: November 2020
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Maintenance
Leaf Season Begins
On October 26, crews began with one leaf vac clearing on-street bike lanes that are classified as
first and secondary priorities. On November 9, leaf pickup teams started clearing the “Central”
zone. Years ago, this core part of town was its own zone but a while back it was absorbed into the
greater Zone 1. Separating it back out into its own pickup zone makes scheduling easier and helps the crews keep to the timeline (current pandemic issues
notwithstanding). The downtown core is trickier to clean due to narrow
streets, heavy traffic and a lot of on-street parking. Giving it a zone designation of its own allows the crew more time to really get the leaves cleared out
before moving on to Zone 1, which is the biggest zone with the heaviest
leaf fall.
Of course, COVID-19 safety protocols have created some challenges, and once
again the yard came together to make sure the residents were well taken care
of. The subsurface technical team supplied two staff members to help (they
graciously offered three but there wasn’t another truck available), and the
Parks and Open Space natural areas team dropped what they were doing to
help as well. The support shown across the yard is always inspiring! Once leaf
season wraps up, we’ll share some of the pickup and delivery data, as always.
If you are new to the City or the department, take a couple of minutes to check
out the leaf program pages on our website.

Wastewater
Oregon State University TRACE-COVID-19 Partnership
The Wastewater Division recently partnered with Oregon State University’s TRACE (Team-based
Rapid Assessment of Community-level Coronavirus Epidemics) Program to sample the regional
wastewater system. TRACE is a public health surveillance project that gathers timely and lifesaving information essential to slow the spread of COVID-19. TRACE community testing in Eugene-Springfield involved voluntary, door-to-door, random COVID-19 testing in conjunction with
sampling and analysis of the regional wastewater collection system for coronavirus RNA.
Wastewater Division staff collaborated
with the City of Springfield to identify
17 regional sewer system sampling locations to represent smaller sewer-shed
collection areas. Sampling staff assisted
the OSU College of Engineering team in
the field, by accessing sample points and
deploying autosamplers to collect wastewater samples over a 24-hour period. The
wastewater samples were taken to OSU
to be processed and assayed for SARS-CoV-2 virus RNA. Results of this effort will be reported to
Lane County Public Health and used to inform policies and practices to help control the virus and
minimize the impact of COVID-19.
More information about the community TRACE program can be found here: https://trace.oregonstate.edu/about
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Two views of the belt
systems used to

dewater biosolids for
agricultural use.

Belt Filter Presses Undergo Major Rebuild
Three belt filter presses (BFPs) are being rebuilt at the biosolids management facility. All three
of the BFPs went on line in 1999. The filter presses are used to dewater biosolids so they may be
dried suitably for agricultural land application. The presses are the same type of equipment that
are used in paper mills to dewater wood pulp. The rebuild is on schedule to have all three belts
completed and ready for the next seasonal processing which starts in March 2021.

New Employees Join Equipment Maintenance and Operations Crews

The Wastewater Division is pleased to welcome Mark Cooper and Dalton Walker to the
equipment maintenance crew as technician 1 mechanics, and Josh Tergesen to operations.
Mark Cooper came to work at wastewater as a temporary on the facilities maintenance crew.
He worked as a temp for two years then was hired as a facilities maintenance worker 1. He advanced over time to maintenance worker 3. Mark also did a career development with the operations crew for one year where he obtained a level 1 treatment certification. He has worked with
the equipment maintenance crew for the past 14 months in a career development opportunity.
Prior to coming to work for the City of Eugene in the Public Works Maintenance Division,
Dalton Walker was employed as a power line construction worker and learned power line tree
trimming as well. He also spent some time working as an equipment and rock crusher operator
at a local sand and gravel company.
Josh Tergesen was hired as a plant operator. Josh became interested in the environment as a
student at South Eugene High School. He toured the wastewater plant as part of a class and afterward asked his teacher about careers in the environmental field. His teacher suggested a career in
wastewater treatment.
Josh attended Linn Benton Community College and earned a degree in Water, Environment and
Technology. As part of the program, students are required to work at a wastewater plant for a
summer. Josh chose the City of Eugene for his educational work experience. He was subsequently
hired as an operator to fill a temporary employment need. Josh learned the plant and gained additional operator experience. Through his diligence and hard work, Josh was hired to fill a regular,
full-time operator position.
From top to bottom:

Mark Cooper, Dalton
Walker and Josh
Tergesen
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