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Parks & Open Space
NCCC Team Makes Big Impact
Though their time with POS was short— just five weeks—the Blue 5 team from the AmeriCorps
National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) made a big impact on our parks before departing in
late February.
At the end of their first week volunteering with POS, they planted more than 150 trees and completed invasive species removal. At Skinner Butte Park they planted natives and repainted the Big
E. In the following weeks, they added
trail construction and resurfacing to a
growing list of completed projects at
parks across the City.
For the last six years, POS has been
selected to host NCCC teams in winter
or spring (sometimes both) thanks in
no small part to the Volunteer Program
coordinators. They manage the extensive application process, prepare workplans, coordinate lodging and oversee
the team during their stay.

Record Year for City Community Gardens

The Community Garden program received a record
number of applications for plots for the 2021 garden
season. In a typical year, approximately 30-40 new
applications are submitted. This year, we received
135 applications.
POS Community Garden program coordinator Danielle Klinkebiel attributes the surge in interest to the
pandemic. Gardening is a safe and fun activity that
gets you outside. While it is a new hobby for some,
many use community garden plots to ensure they
have access to fresh food.
To accommodate the increased interest, staff
divided some full plots into half plots. POS also increased staff support with the addition of a seasonal
employee.
With the new 2021 gardeners, the total number of
community gardeners will exceed 380.
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Engineering
All Division Workshop
On January 13, the Engineering Division met virtually for our
annual all division workshop. Many people missed the potluck
portion of our gathering, but it was great to see and talk to
everyone. About 60 people joined the workshop. Matt Rodrigues
provided a State of the Department update, Victoria Doyle
provided a Safety Committee presentation, Emily Proudfoot
presented information on the Riverfront Park, and Jenifer Willer
gave a State of the Division update. Staff were recognized for
excellent service and their longevity at the City. We also had a
couple of breakout sessions to connect with each other.
Employee recognition included:
• Kurt Corey Leadership – Katie Marwitz
• Jimi Wilson Attention to Detail – Spencer Helwig
• Walk the Talk – Jenni Engle
• Rock Star Rookie – Logan Telles and Cas Casados
• Shining Star – Carola Eklund
• Duct Tape Award – Rob Aguirre and Shelly Bronson
• Terrific Teammates – Daren Brown, Josh Calloway, Ryan Grant, Larisa Varela,
Rachael Vaicunes
• 25 Years – Therese Walch
• 20 Years – Shawn Spaht, Michele Wilcox
• 15 Years – Ed Fredette
• 10 Years – Reed Dunbar
• 5 Years – Larisa Varela, Jon Moore, Ryan Essler, Ray Joseph, Jr., Kyle Trimble, Daren Brown

Wastewater

Energy Efficiency and Clean Water
The City of Eugene, in partnership with the
Metropolitan Wastewater Management
Commission (MWMC), has a long history of demonstrating leadership in energy
efficiency for wastewater treatment. In
2020, staff began working with engineering
consultants to identify and evaluate opportunities to enhance energy efficiencies and
performance of the secondary treatment process, which takes place in the aeration basins.
Aeration basins use more energy than any other process in wastewater treatment, and they
perform a critical treatment step—removal of dissolved organic matter and nutrients. The consultant compared our wastewater treatment plant’s aeration basin energy efficiency with 47
other plants from across the nation and found that we are among the most energy efficient. Citing
aeration basin energy efficiency data from a variety of reports, the Wastewater Division is a model for aeration efficiency when compared to a wide variety of treatment plants across the nation.
Clean water is a precious resource, and along with returning clean water to the Willamette River,
the Wastewater Division and MWMC value being fiscally responsible and sound stewards of our
natural resources.
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Environmental Performance Objectives Set for 2021
The Wastewater Division is an ISO14001: Environmental Management System certified organization. The international standard maps out a framework to follow to minimize impacts on the
environment. It requires consideration of all environmental issues such as air, water, waste, soil,
climate change and natural resources. Like all ISO management system standards, ISO 14001
includes the need for continual improvement, and part of continual improvement is setting annual
objectives to provide clear targets for environmental goals.
The division’s objectives for 2021 include reduction of digester gas flaring, production of renewable fuel for injection into the natural gas pipeline, and enhancement of resiliency in laboratory
data management. The treatment plant currently flares off one-third of its digester gas because
production exceeds capacity of the plant’s heat and power generation system. Successful startup
of the plant’s new renewable natural gas facility will eliminate unnecessary flaring and use all
digester gas as a renewable fuel in the vehicle fuel market. Resiliency will be enhanced in our laboratory data with replacement of an outdated laboratory information management system. The
new system will help prevent any data breach, data loss, or system crash to keep all information
secure and readily available for operational needs and environmental regulatory compliance.

New Application Systems Analyst

Dan Trujillo advanced to fill a regular position as Application Systems Analyst after serving as a
Senior Application Support Technician since 2016. Dan had been acting-in-capacity for the past
year in this position and did an outstanding job.
Dan holds a Bachelor of Science in Management Information Systems from California State
University along with numerous certifications. After leaving college, he had several work experiences in the IT field with an interest in security and client/server options. He has been the primary support of the division’s maintenance management software and will soon be involved in the
implementation of a new laboratory information system.
When Dan has free time, he enjoys his dog, traveling to exotic locations, a good barbeque and
martial arts.

Maintenance

Sweeper Track
Sweeper Track is the new app for the street sweeping program. It highlights when sweepers will be in
specific neighborhoods as well as showing real-time
progress on active routes. The app became usable
February 16, 2021 after leaf season sweeping ended.
PWM maintains more than 1,300 lane miles (streets,
alleys and bike paths) and the stormwater maintenance crews use a fleet of five street sweepers to
remove debris from each of these areas.
Crews are busy throughout the year performing routine sweeps, as well as playing a crucial role
in leaf collection, snow and ice control, and sand recovery programs. They also respond to vehicle
crashes and reports of broken glass or debris in the right-of-way. This makes the streets safer for
motorists and cyclists, and helps return clean water back to local rivers.
Citizens can find our schedule by entering their address in Sweeper Track to see what route they
are on and when sweeping will take place. This app replaces the old street sweeper notification
process and is a much more efficient way to keep the public informed.
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